IJAER/June-July 2012/Volume-1/Issue-1/Article No-8/55-59

International Journal of Arts & Education Research

CHRISTIANITY AND PANTHEISM IN ALICE WALKER’S THE COLOR PURPLE
Dr. Yameen Khan*!

! Assistant Professor, Department of English and Foreign Languages, SRM University, NCR
Campus, Modinagar, Ghaziabad (U.P.)

ABSTRACT

Alice Malsenior Walker, born (February 9, 1944) in Eatonton, Georgia is the youngest of eight
children to sharecroppers, Willie Lee Walker and Min ulah Grant. After an early
ome valedictorian of her

neighboring school, and attended Spellman College and Sa ience College on scholarship.
Alice Walker volunteered in the voter registzati V¢ imGeorgia, and went to

of family, society, self-esteem, and spirituality. A
her periods of history than our individual. Just as

Christianity is a monothel eligion whose devotee believes that Jesus is the son of God and
their savior. Christianity developed out of a division of Judaism that believed Jesus was the
messiah prophesied in the Old Testament. Religion founded in Palestine by the followers of
Jesus Christ, 1st-century Jewish teacher and prophet in whom Christians have traditionally seen
the Messiah. Christianity is one of the world's major religions; it predominates in Europe and the
Americas, where it has been an authoritative historical power and cultural influence. The
Christianity believes that there is God, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the world. “There is
probably no pure pantheism”. (Flint 334)
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The followers of Pantheism believe God and the world are one. The Church has repeatedly
condemned the errors of Pantheism. There is no supreme, all-wise and all-provident Divine
Being distinct from the universe; God is one with nature and therefore subject to change; He
becomes God in man and the world; all things are God and have His substance; God is identical
with the world, spirit with matter, necessity with freedom, truth with falsity, good with evil,
justice with injustice. And the Vatican Council anathematizes those who assert that the
substance or essence of God and of all things is one and the same, or that all things evolve from
God's essence.

The search for religious reality is a great theme during the
The Color Purple is a theological work examining 4
spiritual. The protagonist, Celie, searches for God

he Color Purple was written.
the religious back to the
pvel, finally arriving at a

have always been a good gigh | i e know what is happening
to me.” (Walker - 6)

nager who addresses her letters to
she has forged her personal life because

presents as the first religious faith of Celie is Christianity.
It is based upon the i s Christ, and the belief that Jesus Christ was the Son of
God. Although it is a heistic religion it is believed in Christianity that God is a trinity,
while still being one being (@0d the father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit).

The further religious conviction presented is pantheism, which means that it is the belief that
God is in all and everything. This means that everything has a fragment of God in them rather
than him being a being who rules over them like a King or Emperor. Christianity is offered in a
positive way in the beginning of the novel, but becomes progressively more pessimistic as Celie
becomes more irritated with God, because all of the letters at the beginning of the book written
by Celie are addressed to God. This shows that she believes in God and that she relies on him for
support, as she has no one else to confide in. This is revealed when she recognizes with a
dialogue that she can “tell nobody but God” (Walker - 2) about the rape by her stepfather. It
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seems very apparent that in the novel Celia becomes the victim of male exploitation and
suppuration mainly because of her strict faith and devotion to Christianity. It is Celie's fear of
offending God that stops her from standing up to the cruel patriarchal power which is inflicted
upon her as by Mister, her stepfather, and others.

The novelist makes a statement on how conventional societies expected one to be a Christian in
that time. This is revealed when Celie says that trying to do without him is a strain. Writer also
shows how people expected one to help the preacher, take part in services etc. “You telling me
God love you, and you are never done anything for him? I mean, not go to church, sing in the
choir, and feed the preacher and all like that?” (Walker 40 tract gives the impression that
Celie could feel that she keeps giving to God, but God C hing to her.

Alice Walker presents how faith in religion seemed ¥ lark community to be a thing

reserved for fair citizens. When talking abou ie's 1 g in church Shug says,
“Cause that's the one that's in the white fi ite bible™ however refutes
this concept at first, when she says that rote the bible, a i dthing to do

with it. This makes the reader sensitiv ' se it seems like God, the
only person that she could turn to for su r. From early teenage
years into adulthood Celie associates the bib on with the men she
knows seems oppressive a 5 lying and domination begin
for Celie at fourteen whe on at least two occasions,
rendering her unable to eve this incident remains fixed in
Celie's mind, causi ike it all come back to me, laying
there in Shug's surprise. How it stung while I finish
trimming his hair. and mess up my stocking. How he doesn’t

r way of life and realizes that she is not blissful. She starts
just like all the other men I know, trifling, forgetful and

accepts this?
writing to the ima
lowdown.

Shug points out that the ba elia has gone astray her trust in God is because she has incorrect
initiative about God. She believes that God is a white man and treats her just like white men do,
like she’s trash, like she’s beneath him. Shug, though she believes in God, sees the Bible and
organizes religion as just another way for white society to dominate black community.

This then leaves her emotion neglected by God. She no longer doubts offending him. She knows
that God is present in this world and listen to the followers. He listens to poor colored women of
the world. Alice Walker presents pantheism in the novel by characters of the story. A famous
character Shug Avery (well wisher of the protagonist) introduces pantheism in the following
ways:
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“Here’s the thing, say Shug. The thing I believe. God is inside you and inside everybody else.
You come into the world with God. But only them that search for it inside find it. And
sometimes it just manifest itself even if you not looking, or don’t know what you looking for.
Troubles do it for most folks, I think. Sorrow, lord. Feeling like shit.

1t? T ast.

Yeah, It. God ain’t a he or a she, but a It.

But what do it look like? I ast.

Don’t look like nothing, she say. ( Walkerb -50)

e. God is something inside of
says that she has love for
hangs over black female
hether the conversion

In the views of Shug Avery, God has no sexual categor
every person. Celie has really great friendliness for 4
her. She has broken free from the traditional rules a
characters in the novel. The readers of the b

others. She likes deeply the on is equal as in Islam
Religion. So males, who set on the equal level as
women. Writer introduces pe nity. This is exposed by the

eels about God- when she was sitting quiet and feeling
es to her: that feeling of being part of everything, not
e thoughts of inaccessibility of Christianity, which
> her life the community around her has set her down.
r the meaningful life. Signifying the role of Pantheism a

well known critic sa

Analysis shows that the sion from Christianity to Pantheism does seem to help her become
happier with her life, as she ‘gains the self-confidence to depart her husband Albert, situate up for
what she believes in, and establish her own business. Nettie's spiritual growth runs similar to
Celie's in the novel. Nettie went to work with the white missionaries in Africa. Alice Walker
uses for Nettie's letters is almost evangelical, which shows her sturdy religious values. This is
revealed when she talks about Celie's children that God sent the Olivia and Adam and it is a
miracle of God.

Nettie marvels at the toil of the British missionary society, which she visits in London. Gradually
she begins to understand how missionaries are used by the British and American governments
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for colonialisation, and how white people are ruining the ways of the black people. As the
lettering from Nettie continues, the readers are made to recognize that Nettie is becoming
happier with the tribe’s adaptation of Christianity, than of the white missionaries. She adopts the
view of God exposed through nature, especially in the ‘roof leaf” which is important to the tribe.
She also seems to move from Christianity to Pantheism in the novel. This is revealed when she
tells Celie : “We know a roof leaf is not Jesus Christ, but in its own humble way, is it not God?”
(Walker 61)

And then it is again evident in the following lines:

“God i1s different to use now, after all these years in Af pirit than never before, and
more internal. Most people think he has to look like i eone-a roofleaf or Christ-

Religion has become less honest to Nettie a od’s become less
mortal, less material and that has made i C rem. Like eeling untied
by disassociating God with the figure % assumptions
about God behind.

Conclusion

It seems that the religious an that of the protagonist.
The letters as of Nettie are € story of her procedures, as
Celie's achieve, it gives the f& 13 ¢ i ife than the person who finds
out the matter g ! pression of the personality rather

she is well-read in theology. She knows accurately what
e can make a decision, which one she should be follow.
Alice Walker could not lete her announcement from the preface of the novel, with the
Protagonist, Celie, but did realize it well with famous secondary character, Nettie, The younger
sister of the central character in the novel.

REFERENCES
Flint, Robert. Antitheistic Theories, Edinburgh : Blackwood, 1879. Print.

Gilbert M. and Sander and Susan, Guber. The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women: The
Tradition in English. New York :W.W. Norton & Company, 1985. Print.

Walker, Alice. The Color Purple, New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1982. Print.

Copyright © 2012 Published by IJAER. All rights reserved. 59



