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Abstract:  

Legal environment acts as an important factor for setting up or running any industrial activities by an 

individual or any organisation.  The legal environment in one country is different from another country. 

Environment protection laws are formulated in order to save the deterioration of the environment from the 

unlawful activities of human beings/Industries. Regulations on the environment impact the industries 

directly or indirectly. Stringent environment protection laws may force the industries to change their 

manufacturing operations and activities or to relocate to another place with less stringent environmental 

regulations. However, there is a two-fold effect of these environmental laws in businesses as industries 

might get carried away with less stringent laws in place. Environment protection laws prioritise saving the 

environment and the industries need to adjust with the regulations. 
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Introduction: 

 

The after effect of industrialization in request to achieve economic improvement has been global 

environmental degradation. While the consequences for the natural environment of industrial activity in 

created nations are a major concern, these impacts in developing nations are considerably less considered. 

This study distinguishes and quantifies the environmental impacts of industrial turn of events and gives 

advice on strategy, including the utilization of clean advances and environmentally stable production 

techniques, with express reference to the improvement scene. This research paper carried out a concise 

audit of Indian environmental laws and regulations; here we survey them inside and out and point out 

potential escape clauses in them that have caused industrial pollution. The environmental arrangement of 

India has advanced throughout a certain timeframe and has gone through various stages.  

Objectives: 



IJAER/January-February 2021 /Volume-9/Issue-4                    ISSN: 2278-9677 

 

Copyright@ijaer.org                                                                                                                                                                 Page  56        

⮚ To Study the Industrialisation and Environmental laws. 

⮚ To Study the Indian Environmental laws and regulations. 

⮚ To Analyze the Environmental legal frame work in India. 

From Stockholm conference to Bhopal gas tragedy (1972-1984): 

Stockholm Conference in the year 1972 gave the imperative driving force at the beginning of India's era of 

environmental governance, as it expected that nations should take steps to guarantee the environment. The 

primary impact of this directive on the conservation and enhancement of the environment, of timberland 

and of natural life was included in Article 48(A) of the 1976 State Policy Directive, which obliges the State 

to guarantee that the environment is safeguarded. Similarly, a constitutional responsibility was forced on 

the inhabitants of the nation under Article 51A (g) to 'guarantee and enhance the natural environment, 

including backwoods, streams, waterways, and untamed life, and to have regard for living beings.' The 

Concurrent List contained two passages: 17A-Forests and 17B-Protection of wild animals and flying 

creatures. The quantity of environmental and biodiversity acts adopted in India is adopted following the 

Stockholm Conference in India: 

Wildlife protection act (1972): 

This act requires the establishment of national parks, natural life sanctuaries and ensured areas for the 

conservation of flora and fauna by state governments. In the ensured areas, bans on hunting (with the 

exception of permits), rules for the protection of plants and prohibitions on commercial activity were added. 

Amendment Act further made the almost full hunting ban convincing 1991. 

Water (Prevention & Pollution Control) act 1974: 

The primary key environmental legislation passed a long time ago was this. This incited the establishment 

of central and state-level pollution control boards. The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) aims to 

avoid and control water pollution by defining the conditions and standards of water sources, enforcing fines 

in case of non-compliance, collecting samples and publishing data on the nation's water pollution status. It 

also regulates the operation of the Local Environmental Control Boards (SPCBs).  

SPCBs perform related functions, for instance, the CPCB, in their individual states. They have the 

option to search a polluter's premises. Industrial units and exhaustive treatment units are probably going to 

have gotten earlier permission from the SPCB in solicitation to fabricate or broaden any industrial unit. In 

case of any inability to arrive, incarceration is given continuously from year and a half to 6 years with a fine 

up to Rs. 5000. 

Forest Conservation Act, 1930: 
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For backwoods conservation and protection purposes, it was adopted. It eliminates the states' ability to de-

hold and utilize some woodland land for non-timberland use. 

Water (Prevention & Pollution Control) Act, 1977: 

In request to increase funding for the prevention of water contamination, this Act stops the utilization of 

water by industry and local authorities. In 1978, in accordance with this Act, rules were established 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution). 

Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981: 

Under Article 253, this act was approved. It gives the existing emissions control boards an additional 

responsibility to control and forestall air pollution. Industries that set up air pollution control units are relied 

upon to look for earlier authorization from the SPCB.  

In 1994, the CPCB set up for major pollutants the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). 

For residential, industrial and delicate areas, NAAQS indicated emission standards. 

Aftermath of Bhopal tragedy (1984-1997): 

Local and global activities, as well as changes in the economic and social situation, have a colossal impact 

on national plans and rules. The Bhopal gas tragedy has culminated in a large group of enhancements in our 

environmental architecture, with meaning and value regularly becoming the focal point of environmental 

protection arrangements. In 1991, the Government of India enacted the Public Liability Insurance Act, 

recognizing the fears of the company involved in the spill. In the case of injuries involving harmful 

products, this act allows for damages to the person involved or for property damage to the owner liable in 

accordance with the timetable of the act. At this time, the National Environmental Tribunal Act of 1995 and 

the National Environmental Appeal Authority Act of 1997 were passed to restore justice to victims of 

pollution-related injury. The waste disposal facilities are currently controlled by the National Green 

Tribunal Act of 2010. 

As an umbrella statute that supervises various facets of the atmosphere, the Environmental Protection 

Act was executed in 1986. The world was discussed under the words 'water, air and soil and the interaction 

between water, air and soil, and people, trees, small animals and the land,' and the between them. Under its 

chemical or physiochemical properties or handling, it maintains the possibly dangerous compounds as 

'something or preparation that is liable to injure people, other living creatures, animals, miniature animals, 

objects or the biological system'. The Guidelines for the Development, Usage, Produce, Export, and 

Preservation of Genetically Modified Species or Cells of Hazardous Microorganisms, 1989; the Note of the 

Coastal Rogue; the Guidelines for the Preparation, Preparedness, and Reaction of Chemical Accidents, 
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1996 (already it was necessary only for mega tasks undertaken by the public authority and PSUs). The 2006 

upgrade made it simpler to find approval for acts and places that affect the climate, and still enabled local 

inhabitants to interfere. 

A collection of architecture standards for conserving timberland are given by the National Forest Plan, 

the Indian Forest Act and other regulations. The National Forest Commission tests whether state forestry 

administration is having an overall beneficial effect on the woods. 

Post World Trade Organization (WTO) period (1998-2004): 

In the post- World Trade Organization WTO time frame, environmental law centers on strengthening 

environmental legislation, which combines the values of the WTO provisions and the Biological Diversity 

Act Convention. In 2002, the Biodiversity Act was passed. It aims to grant the nation of origin sovereign 

rights over its geographical and biological assets and to share with local organizations the benefits of 

commercial utilization of these properties.  

Similar to the Municipal Solid Waste (Management & Handling) Regulations, 2000; the Production and 

Use of Recycled Plastics Regulations, 1999; the Manufacture, Storage and Importation of Hazardous 

Chemicals Regulations (Amendment), 2000; the Battery (Management & Handling) Regulations, 2001; the 

Ozone Depleting Substances (Regulation & Control) Noise Po Regulations, 2000; Regulations, 2000;) 

As of late, the Public Authority has perceived the value of viability in energy usage and energy 

conservation. In 2001, the Energy Saving Act was actualized by establishing the Energy Efficiency Bureau, 

offering the legislative framework and administrative frameworks to zero in on the national drive for 

energy power. The Electricity Act, passed in 2003, introduced an exhaustive change and liberalization 

measure for the region of power. It has also made a significant contribution to increasing the potential of 

the nation for renewable energy. 

Period from the year 2005: 

The time frame from 2005 onwards, which also coincides with the passage of the Right to Information Act, 

saw the rise of a rights-based approach to various social and economic issues and their incorporation into 

sustainable advancement principles. Environmental front was informed under the Environment (Protection) 

Act of 2006 Environmental Impact Assessment Notification and the Hazardous Wastes (Management, 

Handling and Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2008. In request to guarantee the environmentally stable 

management of all kinds of e-waste and to allow the recuperation and/or reuse of helpful material from e-

waste, E-Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2011 were established under the EPA (GOI, 2011). 

The Department of Environment and Forests has advised the  
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Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules 2010 to guarantee that wetlands don't degrade 

further, The standards indicate activities which are harmful to wetlands, for example, industrialization, 

construction, dumping of untreated waste and reclamation and restrict these activities in the wetlands. On 

October 18, 2010, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) Act, 2010 came into power. The Act accommodates 

the establishment of a National Green Tribunal to deal viably and speedily with cases relating to the 

protection of the environment and the conservation of timberlands and other natural assets, including the 

authorization of any environmental law and the granting of compensation and compensation for damages to 

persons and property (GOI, 2010).  

In cooperation with IIT-Delhi, the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has built up the 

Comprehensive Environmental Pollution Index (CEPI). On the basis of the CEPI-based national 

environmental assessment of industrial groups, 43 such industrial bunches with a CEPI higher than 70 were 

recognized as critically dirtied on a scale of 0 to 100. All advancement a project in these bunches was 

suspended until August 2010 by the MoEF. 

Conclusion and Appraisal of the Legal Framework: 

The successful operation of regulatory agencies is a prerequisite for responsible environmental stewardship 

Critical findings resulting from the review of the Indian environmental conservation system. 

a. The environmental regulatory period must be decentralized, starting at a local level within urban and 

panchayat areas in rural areas. They should be able to preserve efficiency of different operations, and they 

should be able to control pollution at the local level. 

b. Because much of the environmental policy is based on pollution from industrial plants. We ought to extend 

the reach of the laws to small enterprises to govern them because they cause serious environmental 

repercussions. This is because there is not enough money to assist the numerous companies of emissions 

prevention hardware. The problems of pollution, health and protection of these factories should be 

addressed progressively more in developed nations as more and more countries embrace these industries. 

c. A command and control structure that inadequately regulates emissions is our environmental regulation 

system. A mixture of market-based tools, command-and-control strategy moves, fines and penalties are 

expected. The amount of emissions induced by different pollution control instruments can be measured by 

the severity of non-compliance with environmental regulations. 

d. The larger part of environmental regulation has mainly been introduced to control pollution that has already 

been generated. Yet, in addition, what we need is a system to ensure efficiency in asset usage to mitigate 

the volume of emissions delivered, since it is claimed that "prevention is superior to repair". We assume it 
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is more realistic and simpler to minimize the environmental impacts of ecologically fragile causes than to 

reduce the emissions created by them. Additionally, gushing care can be protected at the point of care and 

is at the source of the treatment. 

e. There is a lack of SPCCs, and the control of pollution-intensive units may be restricted. Owing to the 

measuring meters for the volume and quality of contaminants not being available for wastewater, indirect 

processes such as the environmental norm authorization capacity of the company, techniques and resources 

used for emission control, and so forth need to be employed. 
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