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ABSTRACT

Making an objective assessment of Swami Vivekananda’s contributions to world culture, the
eminent British historian A L Basham stated that “in centuries to come, he will be remembered
as one of the main molders of the modern world...”.

INTRODUCTION

Some of the main contributions that Swamiji are mentioned below:

1. New Understanding of Religion: ions of Swami

Vivekananda to the modern world is i . i perience of
transcendent Reality, common to all hu nee of modern science by
showing that religion is as scientific ‘science of
consciousness’. As such, [0 cach other but are
complementary.

This universal conception ft tions, dogmatism, priestcraft

this degradation, divi
living. Swamiji has laid t

human relationships, and makes life meaningful and worth
foundation for ‘spiritual humanism’, which is manifesting itself
through several neo-humanistic movements and the current interest in meditation, Zen etc all
over the world.

3.New Principle of Morality and Ethics: The prevalent morality, in both individual life and
social life, is mostly based on fear — fear of the police, fear of public ridicule, fear of God’s
punishment, fear of Karma, and so on. The current theories of ethics also do not explain why a
person should be moral and be good to others. Vivekananda has given a new theory of ethics
and new principle of morality based on the intrinsic purity and oneness of the Atman. We should
be pure because purity is our real nature, our true divine Self or Atman. Similarly, we should
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love and serve our neighbours because we are all one in the Supreme Spirit known as
Paramatman or Brahman.

4.Bridge between the East and the West: Another great contribution of Swami Vivekananda
was to build a bridge between Indian culture and Western culture. He did it by interpreting
Hindu scriptures and philosophy and the Hindu way of life and institutions to the Western people
in an idiom which they could understand. He made the Western people realize that they had to
learn much from Indian spirituality for their own well-being. He showed that, in spite of her
poverty and backwardness, India had a great contribution to make to world culture. In this way
he was instrumental in ending India’s cultural isolation he rest of the world. He was
India’s first great cultural ambassador to the West.

On the other hand, Swamiji’s interpretation of ancie i iptutes, philosophy, institutions,
etc prepared the mind of Indians to accept ] igal hifentwo best elements of
Western culture, namely science and tec taught Indians
how to master Western science develop
spiritually. Swamiji has also taught humanism (especially the

In spite of her innumerabl rsities, India has had
from time immemorial a ¢ : . ever, Swami Vivekananda
who revealed the true found i efined and strengthened the

sense of unity as a nation.

drawbacks of Western culture and the need for India’s
. In this way Swamiji made India a nation with a

se of mission — these were the factors which gave real

strength and purp i ionalist movement. Several eminent leaders of India’s
freedom movement ha ged their indebtedness to Swamiji. Free India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Neh : “Rooted in the past, full of pride in India’s prestige,

Vivekananda was yet modern in his approach to life’s problems, and was a kind of bridge
between the past of India and her present ... he came as a tonic to the depressed and demoralized
Hindu mind and gave it self-reliance and some roots in the past.” Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
wrote: “Swamiji harmonized the East and the West, religion and science, past and present. And
that is why he is great. Our countrymen have gained unprecedented self-respect, self-reliance
and self-assertion from his teachings.”

Swamiji’s most unique contribution to the creation of new India was to open the minds of
Indians to their duty to the downtrodden masses. Long before the ideas of Karl Marx were
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known in India, Swamiji spoke about the role of the labouring classes in the production of the
country’s wealth. Swamiji was the first religious leader in India to speak for the masses,
formulate a definite philosophy of service, and organize large-scale social service.

Swamiji’s Contributions to Hinduism

1. Identity: It was Swami Vivekananda who gave to Hinduism as a whole a clear-cut identity, a
distinct profile. Before Swamiji came Hinduism was a loose confederation of many different
sects. Swamiji was the first religious leader to speak about the common bases of Hinduism and
the common ground of all sects. He was the first person, as guided by his Master Sri
Ramakrishna, to accept all Hindu doctrines and the viey ndu philosophers and sects as
different aspects of one total view of Reality and as Hinduism. Speaking
about Swamiji’s role in giving Hinduism its distinct 1€ edita wrote: “... it may be
said that when he began to speak it was of Hindus’, but when he
ended, Hinduism had been created.”

2.Unification: Before Swamiji cam:

work he did in the West. Christian

5. New Ideal of Mona A major contribution of Vivekananda to Hinduism is the
rejuvenation and modernization of monasticism. In this new monastic ideal, followed in the
Ramakrishna Order, the ancient principles of renunciation and God realization are combined
with service to God in man (Shiva jnane jiva seva). Vivekananda elevated social service to the
status of divine service.

6. Refurbishing of Hindu Philosophy and Religious Doctrines: Vivekananda did not merely
interpret ancient Hindu scriptures and philosophical ideas in terms of modern thought. He also
added several illuminating original concepts based on his own transcendental experiences and
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vision of the future. This, however, needs a detailed study of Hindu philosophy which cannot be
attempted here.

Selected Teachings of Swami Vivekananda

¥ My ideal, indeed, can be put into a few words, and that is: to preach unto mankind their
divinity, and how to make it manifest in every movement of life.

v'| Education is the manifestation of the perfection already in man.

¥/We want that education by which character is formed, strength of mind is increased, the
intellect is expanded, and by which one can stand on ones

¥ Teach yourselves, t
awakes. Power will com

veryone his real nature, call uon the sleeping soul and see how it
lory will come, goodness will come, purity will come, and
everything that is excellent will come when this sleeping soul is roused to self-conscious activity.

¥'| They alone live who live for others, the rest are more dead than alive.
¥ This is the gist of all worship — to be pure and to do good to others.

v It is love and love alone that I preach, and I base my teaching on the great Vedantic truth of
the sameness and omnipresence of the Soul of the Universe.
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Rarely does humanity witness a combination of a great Guru (Spiritual Teacher) and equally
capable Shishya (spiritual aspirant) as Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda. Upanishads
and the Gita do mention of such noble pairs, when the fully primed aspirant seeking higher
knowledge humbly bows down to the Teacher, and says, "O sir, please tell me 'what is that by
knowing which nothing else remains to be known'. Give me that, acquiring which all desires
nullify. O gracious one, I surrender at your feet; please tell me what is right for me." And the
compassionate Teacher describes the nature of Atman and Brahman, starting as external reality
to begin with, but culminating into true knowledge of our4 as Brahman. As Guru spoke,
so did the aspirant (Sadhaka) experience the Truth cg 1C e words. It was as if a film

on Brahman was being run in front of the yearning rant. pair flourished in the last
two decades of nineteenth century, when Spi Ram hamsa sculpted the most
wonderful masterpiece in the form of Sw cal, rational but
fearless and dynamic Narendranath. The Qus spiritual
force that it has already started destro i e minds and

hearts of mankind all over the globe.

To arrest the sectarian influence of onward ght the onslaught of
external technological prog yhi the only goal for humanity,
one required answers in tRENS f devotion and faith was
brushed aside as weakness ‘and gligi sive in the face of clattering

advances of science. To com i St e quasi-purposive science, Swami

ivekananda. Orient Blackswan. pp.242. ISBN

9788178241302..
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person, who has realized that blessed
understand it better if you visit this sai
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