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ABSTRACT

In the present novel Arundhati Roy has dealt with thg touchability intriguing the
Indian society in her booker winner novel, The G ngs. She is surprised and

Mammachi, Chacko are b % in’. her hand Ammu, Velutha,
Rahel, Esthaetcare small ni s i t is to be noted that both

ife in a smooth and sturdy manner
port, cooperation or no helping hand to

at from where the word caste has been taken. The word
'caste' is derived from t uguese word 'casta'which means pure or unadulterated (sharing a
Latin root,with the word 'chaste'). The caste system in India is a significant part of ancient Hindu
tradition. In ancient India there developed a social systemin which people were divided into
separate closecommunities. These communities are known in English ascaste. It is commonly
believed that the very base and origin of the castesystem can be found in Hinduism, but it has
affected theentire Indian social system. The caste system is basically a simple division of society
in which thereare four castes arranged in a hierarchy and below them theoutcast. But socially the
caste system was more complicated,with much more castes and sub-castes and other
divisions.The religious doctrines explain how the four Varnas werefound, but they do not explain
how the untouchables were founded. According to the Rig Veda,the very old Hindu book, the

First of all the very
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primal man - Purush— destroyedhimself to create a human society. The different Varnas
werecreated from different parts of his body. The Brahmans werecreated from his head; the
Kshatrias from his hands; theVaishias from his thighs and the Sudras from his feet. TheVarna
hierarchy is determined by the descending order ofthe different organsof the body.

Almost every character in the novel is in the search of some ‘identity’ whether she is protagonist
Ammu, Untouchable Velutha, Ammu’s kids Esthaand Rahel or even Baby Kochamma.

The character who is capable of bringing rolling tears is Velutha. Although he was an
untouchable but he was an accomplished carpenter. He had his own set of tools and was gifted
with extraordinary German design sensibility. But all hd can’t sweep the fact that he
was a paravan. After independence also, they remaing i e Government benefits like
job reservation or bank loans at low interest rates as - chables officially adopted
the Christian religion to avoid routine insult i msult to injury as now

“Paravanswere expected %
so that Brahmins or Syris

ing away their footprints
by accidentally stepping

man of God to uplift untouchables but still no significant
have to listen to derogatory remarks and are forced to live

In God of Small Things, chability has aroused as the main issue. If we ignore the rest of
the characters criticizing Velutha being his Untouchable, what about his own father?
VellayaPappan also shared the opinion that Paravans meant to do menial and trivial things. He
did not favorVelutha’s work as a craftsman. That is the reason of the not so happy relation
between Pappan and Velutha.

The novel reaches its tragic zenith when Velutha-Ammu relationshipcomes in light. Ammu’s
emotional questis fulfilled by Velutha, whose family has been serving in Ammu’s house for a
long time. Theirs is a forbidden love-story which they also knew shall never be accepted by
society but then it is fairly said that love is blind. Suddenly touched became untouched and
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untouched became touched. Her physical intimacy with Velutha brought all round fury. Nobody
recognized their love —affair. They were boycotted by the society as it was against the societal
norms. When Mammachicame to know about this episode, she couldn’t believe her ears. She at
once called Velutha. When he arrived, Ammu’s mother at once venomedhim with insufferable
insults. But he remained restrained, composed and quietly absorbed all the insults and ill words.
Mammachiwas so much infuriated that, “She spat into Velutha’s face. Thick spit. It spattered
across his skin. His mouth and eyes.” (Roy284)

Veluthawas a Marxist but then Comrade Pillai, their leader did not approvedVelutha- Ammu
relationship. He said, “It is not in the Party’s interest p such matters. Individual’s
interest is subordinate to the organization’s interest. Discipline means violating
Party Unity.”(Roy287)

Police is calledas a protector of the people bu
fatal blows. This description in the novel r

ustody and gave him

“Blood spilled from his skull like a 3 poked like a
pumpkin, too large and heavy for i . A pumpkin with a

s soul. His feeling would rise like a spurtsof smoke
when the recollection of abuse or rebuke he had
es of remorse inside him. Why was all this? He asked
lIs receiving and transmitting emotions, which was his
usual way of comm imself. Why was all this fuss? Why was he so humble?”

( Anand57-58)

This kind of behaviour is not demarcated in Velutha’s character. It was a height when
Mammachi spits on his face but even then he maintained his composure. It shows that he is an
innocent man with showers of simplicity. We can also say that Velutha is the God of Small
Things, the God of Loss. His intelligence and artistic inclinations though observed by
Mammachi, but they were over shadowed by his lower base. Thomas Gray in his famous poem,
Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard says:

“Full many a gem of purest ray serene,
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The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear.
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen;
And lost its fragrance in the desert air.” (Gray 53-56)

The above lines force the readers to think that God does not discriminate between rich and poor,
touchable and untouchable, low and high. In His eyes all men are created equal and so must be
dealt equally. The man made laws and countries cannot prosper unless the abandoned are given
their right due. In spite of the fact that Velutha is a man of great intellect, he did not receive what
he actually deserved. Even his only love Ammu was sn d from him on several baseless
grounds. Does a Dalit have no right to love? Their rela d create no upheavals in the
western world, culture and sensibility. Only people ; intries, India, in particular
are amazed and shocked by such things.

To the novelist, love is not a thing to be i y ine which attracts
huge number of people. Without love is 1 1 C ingless and

“Ammu grew tired of their proprietary ha er body back. It was
her. She shrugged her ch ups when she had enough
of them. She sat up and t e ir i pe of her neck. Then she

swung her legs off the bed, 0 i ck the curtains.”( Roy222)
The other char in a harrow set up are Rahel and Estha.
What Ammu un wins. They are treated as outsiders by

ountered nightmarish experiencewhen he visits

sister and Baby  Kochamma.  Their
ith him. This event is so strongly absorbed in the
soft, simple i p into the child like psyche of the seven year old

er,

injustice. If we make arisonbetween Rahel and Estha, we found that Rahel is more
smarterthan her brother. ustains the same rebellious fling as her own mother. Once she
burnt the hairbunof her Housemistress in order to show her protest, contempt and artificiality in
society.

Through the characters in the novel, the author wants to state that everybody in society wants
personal security, love, affection and care. These are the primary requirements of man. From the
in depth reading of The God of Small things, we point out that almost all the characters of the
novel are suffering from this problem of personal security, acceptance and identification. It is the
ultimate desire of protection which forced Ammuto discard societal regulations and engage in an
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incestuous relationship. The emotional blows are so violent that they leave permanent
impressionin the mind.

So Arundhati Roy through this novel has voiced the pity and plight of the have nots who are
rejected altogether, downtroddensand vulnerables. Readers identify with each and every situation
as the novel is minutely dealt and handled. Untochabilityand social boycott are the very base of
this master tailored novel.
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