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Abstract 

This paper explores the narrative techniques and cultural themes in the works of two contemporary Indian 

authors, Kavita Kane and Ira Mukhoty, who have revitalized mythological and historical narratives from a 

feminist perspective. Kane’s mythological retellings and Mukhoty’s historical reconstructions bring forth 

women’s voices, often marginalized in traditional narratives. By comparing their narrative strategies, the 

paper aims to highlight how storytelling serves as a tool for challenging patriarchal norms, reclaiming 

cultural identity, and contributing to feminist discourse. The analysis draws on feminist literary theory, 

including Adrienne Rich’s concept of re-visioning and Gayatri Spivak’s subaltern voices. 
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1. Introduction 

Storytelling is an intrinsic part of human culture, shaping our understanding of history, identity, and societal 

values. It serves not only as a means of entertainment but also as a tool for challenging existing norms and 

offering alternative perspectives. In contemporary Indian literature, authors like Kavita Kane and Ira 

Mukhoty use storytelling strategically to challenge patriarchal narratives that have traditionally 

marginalized women's roles in mythology and history. 

Kavita Kane, known for her feminist retellings of Indian mythology, brings mythological women from the 

sidelines to the center of her stories. Her novels, such as Karna’s Wife and Sita’s Sister, reimagine these 

women as powerful agents of their own destinies. On the other hand, Ira Mukhoty, a historian, focuses on 

forgotten or overlooked women in Indian history, particularly during the Mughal era. Her works, such as 

Daughters of the Sun and Heroines, reconstruct the lives of influential women who played significant but 

underappreciated roles in India’s political and cultural history. 

This paper will compare the narrative techniques and thematic concerns in the works of Kane and Mukhoty, 

exploring how they use storytelling as a strategic tool to reclaim women’s voices, challenge patriarchal 

norms, and reshape cultural identity. 

 

2. Narrative Techniques in Kavita Kane’s Mythological Retellings 

Kavita Kane’s novels are notable for their first-person narration and deep psychological insight into the 

lives of mythological women. In Karna’s Wife, Uruvi, the wife of Karna, offers an alternative perspective 

on the events of the Mahabharata. Traditionally, Uruvi’s character is overshadowed by the male heroes, but 

Kane’s retelling gives her a voice and emotional complexity. Similarly, in Sita’s Sister, Kane tells the story 

of Urmila, a character often forgotten in the Ramayana. By focusing on the internal struggles and emotional 
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journeys of these women, Kane humanizes them and challenges the traditional portrayals of women as 

passive figures. 

Kane’s narrative strategy resonates with Adrienne Rich’s (1972) concept of re-visioning old stories. Rich 

argues that revisiting and rewriting myths from a feminist perspective is crucial for understanding the roles 

that have been historically denied to women. Kane’s works reflect this approach by placing women at the 

center of mythological narratives, encouraging readers to question the inherent biases in these stories that 

have been passed down through generations. 

 

3. Narrative Techniques in Ira Mukhoty’s Historical Reconstructions 

Unlike Kane, Ira Mukhoty employs a fact-driven, historically rich narrative style to bring to life the stories 

of women from India’s past. In Daughters of the Sun, Mukhoty reconstructs the lives of Mughal women, 

such as Jahanara Begum and Zeb-un-Nissa, who played pivotal roles in shaping the political and cultural 

landscape of the Mughal Empire. Mukhoty’s approach blends meticulous research with empathetic 

storytelling, making her historical narratives both accessible and informative. 

Mukhoty’s works align with Gayatri Spivak’s (1988) concept of subaltern voices, which emphasizes the 

need to give space to marginalized figures, particularly women, to tell their stories. By focusing on the often-

overlooked contributions of women in Indian history, Mukhoty challenges the traditional male-centric 

historical narratives and reclaims these women’s agency. Her narrative style is grounded in historical 

accuracy but also imbued with empathy, allowing readers to connect with the emotional and intellectual 

lives of these historical figures. 

 

4. Cultural and Feminist Themes in Kane’s and Mukhoty’s Works 
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Both Kane and Mukhoty engage with feminist themes in their storytelling, though their approaches differ. 

Kane’s focus on mythology allows her greater freedom to reimagine and reinterpret the lives of mythological 

women, while Mukhoty’s historical context requires her to work within the boundaries of documented 

history. Despite these differences, both authors share a common goal: to reclaim women’s voices and 

challenge patriarchal narratives. 

In Kane’s novels, the cultural theme of gender inequality is central. Her mythological retellings critique the 

way women have been relegated to secondary roles in traditional stories. By giving voice to characters like 

Uruvi and Urmila, Kane not only empowers these women but also invites readers to reconsider the cultural 

narratives that have shaped their understanding of Indian mythology. Kane’s work reflects the broader 

feminist movement in literature, which seeks to reclaim and reinterpret the stories of women who have been 

overlooked or misrepresented. 

Mukhoty, on the other hand, focuses on historical reclamation. Her novels highlight the significant yet 

uncelebrated contributions of women in Indian history. By reconstructing the lives of Mughal women who 

were influential in politics, culture, and diplomacy, Mukhoty challenges the historical erasure of women’s 

contributions. Her work also addresses the cultural theme of identity, particularly how women’s roles in 

history have been shaped by patriarchal and colonial narratives. 

 

5. Impact of Storytelling on Cultural Identity and Gender Norms 

Both Kane and Mukhoty’s works have a profound impact on how readers perceive cultural identity and 

gender norms. By revisiting mythology and history through a feminist lens, they offer new perspectives on 

the roles of women in Indian society. Kane’s reimagining of mythological women challenges the traditional 

view of women as passive figures, while Mukhoty’s historical narratives highlight the active roles women 

played in shaping Indian history. 
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This reframing of cultural identity is particularly important in the context of post-colonial India, where 

cultural narratives have been heavily influenced by patriarchal and colonial ideologies. By reclaiming 

women’s voices and challenging these dominant narratives, Kane and Mukhoty contribute to the reshaping 

of India’s collective memory and understanding of its past. 

Their works also contribute to the broader feminist discourse, providing role models for contemporary 

women who seek to challenge societal norms. By portraying women as strong, autonomous figures, both 

authors offer alternative models of femininity that challenge the traditional expectations placed on women 

in Indian society. 

 

6. Conclusion 

The works of Kavita Kane and Ira Mukhoty offer powerful examples of how storytelling can be used as a 

tool for feminist reinterpretation and cultural reclamation. Through their narrative techniques and thematic 

concerns, both authors challenge patriarchal norms, reclaim women’s voices, and reshape cultural identity. 

Kane’s mythological retellings and Mukhoty’s historical reconstructions demonstrate the importance of 

storytelling in reshaping our understanding of history and mythology, particularly in relation to gender and 

power. 

By comparing the narrative strategies of Kane and Mukhoty, this paper highlights the significance of 

storytelling as a strategy for social change. Their works not only entertain but also provoke critical reflection 

on the cultural narratives that have shaped Indian society. As India continues to grapple with issues of gender 

inequality and cultural identity, the works of these authors provide valuable insights into how literature can 

contribute to a more inclusive and equitable understanding of the past. 
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