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Abstract 

The term "violence against women in India" refers to the act of physically or sexually abusing an Indian 

woman, which is primarily carried out by a male perpetrator. Abuse within the home, sexual assault, and even 

homicide are all examples of common types of violence that are committed against women in India. There 

have been reports of crimes committed against women in India, including rape, the hurling of acid, the death 

of women for dowries and honor, and the forced prostitution of young girls. According to the figures kept by 

the Indian police, there is a high rate of violent crimes committed against women. There have been concerns 

raised regarding the impartiality of the survey. This heinous type of abuse and deformity can affect women of 

any class, caste, creed, or religion. It does not matter who they are or where they come from. Abuse of any 

kind toward a current or former partner, whether it be physical, psychological, or sexual, is regarded to be 

domestic violence against women in India. This includes any type of abuse that could be construed as a threat. 

In 1961, the government of India passed a law that criminalized the practice of demanding dowries as part of 

wedding arrangements. This law was known as the Dowry Prohibition Act. On the other hand, there have 

been several reports of marital violence, suicides, and homicides that were linked to dowries. In the decade of 

the 1980s, there were several reports of incidents of this kind.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Human rights include protections for women. Simply due to the fact that they are women, discrimination and 

abuse are experienced by millions of women all over the world. Every woman should have the right to develop 

and enjoy her independence and potential, and she should also have the same entitlement to personal liberties, 

including the right to personal security and the ability to freely select the number of children they will bear 

and the amount of time between births. However, because of gender-based discrimination and inequalities, 

which are still so prevalent around the world, many women do not receive the appropriate education or care 

that they require, their experiences go unnoticed and unheard, they are being forced into prostitution, and their 

lives are threatened by violence, including violence in their own homes. The rate of cybercrime and the 

number of women who are victims of it is at an all-time high, and this represents a significant danger to the 

safety of women. However, women make up half of the world's population, and it is difficult for any nation 

to advance toward its full potential if women and their rights are disregarded. another individual to become 

unable of giving consent by either putting them unconscious or providing them with intoxicating substances. 

Sexual abuse can take the form of less severe threats or the performance of sexual actions on a person who is 

unable to provide their consent. The definition of rape or sexual assault that is utilized in a research study has 

an effect on the participants who are counted as rape victims in that study.  
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According to Koss et al. (1994), the results of the research are impacted by a variety of factors, including the 

kinds of screening questions asked, whether the term "rape" or behavioral descriptors were used, and other 

factors. When conducting surveys, it is more effective to use behavioral descriptions and several questions 

rather than simply asking respondents about rape or sexual assault to obtain accurate data on the prevalence 

of these crimes. Women are not permitted to name their experiences as rape or sexual assault, even though 

those experiences fulfill the legal definition of such terms, and this is especially true when the attacker was a 

close spouse or a familiar person.   

When doing research, it is important to employ behavioral descriptions to ensure that what is being examined 

is not an individual's ideas of the terms "rape" or "sexual assault," but rather their actual experiences. "sexual 

assault" refers to various forced or coerced sexual actions that do not involve penetration; "rape" refers to any 

forced or coerced sexual act, regardless of whether it involves penetration; and "sexual violence" refers to 

both rape and sexual assault. Violence against women is defined by the United Nations as "any act of gender-

based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or mental harm or suffering to women." 

This definition includes threats of such acts, coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, and it can take place 

in either public or private life. The term "violence against women" refers to any act of "gender-based violence 

that results or is likely to result in physical, sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women, including 

threats of acts such as coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private 

life." This definition encompasses all instances of "violence against women," regardless of whether they take 

place in public or in private life.1 Its scope encompasses acts of physical, sexual, psychological/emotional, 

and economic violence that take place within the context of the family and the larger community, as well as 

acts of this kind that are carried out by or are sanctioned by the state.  

Domestic violence, child marriage, forced pregnancy, "honour" crimes, female genital mutilation, femicide, 

sexual and other forms of violence perpetrated by someone who is not an intimate partner (also referred to as 

non-partner violence), sexual harassment (in the workplace, other institutions, and public spaces), trafficking 

in women, and violence in conflict situations are all examples of violence against women. Abuse of women 

and girls occurs in every society to varied degrees, and it does not discriminate based on income, class, or 

culture. This abuse can take many forms, including physical, sexual, and psychological violence.2 This kind 

of violence is regarded as a breach of human rights and a form of discrimination against women, and it is a 

manifestation of the widespread power disparity that exists between men and women. 

Intimate partner violenceincludes behaviors such as physical violence, sexual coercion, psychological 

abuse, and controlling behaviors that are shown by an intimate relationship or a former intimate partner against 

one another that results in bodily, sexual, or psychological damage.  

Sexual violenceis any sexual act, effort to get a sexual act, or other act aimed against a person's sexuality 

using coercion, by any person regardless of their connection to the victim, in any environment. It may include 

forced sexual acts, attempts to obtain sexual acts, and other acts directed against a person's sexuality. It 

includes rape, which is defined as the penetration of the vulva or anus with a penis, or another bodily part or 

object, with the use of physical force or under other forms of coercion. 

Objectives 
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1. To study the violence against women, including rape, the hurling of acid, the murdering of women for 

dowries, and honor murders. 

2. To study the concerns raised about the impartiality of the survey. 

Women Rights are Human Rights 

In 1948, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously approved and publicly proclaimed the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. The international feminist movement first began altering the globe in the 1970s. 

The participation of women in transnational processes led to a transformation of traditional human rights 

theory and practice (given that breaches were mostly perpetrated by state actors in the public arena), as well 

as a change in state doctrine to incorporate positive responsibility. This was one of the effects of the 

involvement of women with transnational processes. At the International Conference on Population and 

Development (ICPD), which took place in Cairo in 1994, the Fourth World Conference on Women, which 

took place in Beijing in 1995, and the so-called Beijing +5 conference, which took place in New York in 

2000, significant progress was made toward the realization of women's and girls' rights at each of these events. 

In the early 1990s, the United Nations acknowledged that women and girls also enjoy the same human rights 

as men. The United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 

(CEDAW), which was passed in 1980, assures that all women have the right to equal chances in political and 

public life. This includes the ability to vote, as well as the opportunity to get an education, medical treatment, 

and a job. In its Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women (DEVAW) from 1993, the United 

Nations acknowledged that violence against women constituted a barrier to equality, development, and peace. 

Agents of the state have a responsibility to abstain from perpetrating acts of violence against women, whether 

they are on the street or in a detention facility. In addition, states should refrain from establishing and 

implementing laws and policies that condone forced marriages, laws that enable forced sterilization or testing 

for virginity, and regulations that allow for the testing of virginity. 

Due diligence is required of states in order to fulfill their commitment to safeguard life, which compels them 

to take appropriate measures to prevent, punish, and make amends for damage committed by private parties.18 

The General Assembly of the United Nations has issued a call to action to all states, urging them "to ensure 

the effective protection of the right to life of all persons under their jurisdiction" and to conduct timely and 

complete investigations into all homicides, including those that were motivated by the victim's sexual 

orientation or were perpetrated in the name of honor.  

In order for the state to be able to fulfill its commitment, it is required to create a conducive climate that 

discourages violence against women and ensures that victims of such abuse have access to appropriate 

medical, legal, and social assistance. 

Violence against Women in India 

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005; the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act; and the 

Pre conception and Pre Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act are the three pieces 

of law that address breaches of women's rights all across India. Despite this, there has been a concerning 

increase in the rate of violence against women in India. Every every day, Indian women's fundamental human 

rights are infringed. Indians all throughout the nation have been seen demonstrating in the recent past in 
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response to a string of high-profile rape and murder cases involving young female victims. These instances 

have received a lot of media attention. The heinous rape that took place in Delhi in December 2012 was an 

occurrence that supplied evidence of the current condition of things. A Nepalese lady, 20 years old, was raped 

by three men on the 22nd of December in Mumbai, and a physically challenged child, 15 years old, was raped 

by her father in what was meant to be the protection of her own house. Both of these incidents took place in 

Mumbai. Every day in India, women's dignity is violated in various ways by many people. The Indian National 

Crime Bureau found that in 2011, there were 24,206 incidences of rape that were recorded, which equates to 

one rape occurring every 21 minutes. Of these cases, just 26 percent resulted in a conviction. Estimates 

provided by the Indian government indicate that a woman is raped in the country on average once every 20 

minutes. The number of reported cases of rape in New Delhi, which has been called the "rape capital of India," 

increased from 572 in 2011 to 661 so far in 2012. It is imperative that we do not forget that rape is just one 

form of the various forms of violence that are committed against women. The overall number of violent crimes 

perpetrated against women in 2011 was 228,650, which is close to 90 percent of the total 256,329 violent 

crimes that were recorded in 2011. The National Crime Report Bureau estimates that there are 1.5 lakh crimes 

committed against women on a yearly basis, of which almost 50,000 are associated with some kind of 

domestic violence committed in their homes. A study that spanned six years and was carried out by Empower 

People found that 23 percent of females from West Bengal are victims of human trafficking. Next on the list 

is Bihar with 17%, then comes Assam with 13%, Andhra Pradesh with 11%, Orissa with 8%, and finally 

Kerala with 6%. The majority of brides who are victims of human trafficking are from lower economic groups, 

scheduled castes, or scheduled tribes. Despite a law that was passed in 1996 prohibiting the use of gender 

screening for such reasons, India has seen shockingly high rates of sex-based selective abortions. Researchers 

estimate that India has an annual abortion rate of up to 600,000 female fetuses, which accounts for 2.2 percent 

of the country's total birthrate. Because of this, the gender ratio has shifted in such a drastic way that in 2011, 

there were 914 girls for every 1,000 boys among children up to the age of six. This is the most lopsided gender 

ratio that India has seen since it gained its independence in 1947. According to the National Crime Records 

Bureau's assessment on the state of crime in India in 2012, Vijayawada is the most dangerous city in the 

country, with 256.34 incidences for every lakh women.Violence against women is an issue that affects public 

health, a violation of human rights that has its origins in gender inequity, and an obstacle to the process of 

achieving sustainable development.In their lifetime, almost one third of all women (35%) (1) over the globe 

have been the victim of physical and/or sexual violence committed by an intimate partner or sexual violence 

committed by any other offender.Emergencies requiring humanitarian assistance have the potential to 

intensify preexisting violence and give rise to new types of violence against women.The health sector has a 

significant responsibility to play in the fight against violence against women. This responsibility includes the 

provision of comprehensive health services, which may include care for sexual and reproductive health, the 

making of referrals to other support services, the collection of evidence through data and research, the 

promotion of prevention policies in other sectors, and the promotion of advocacy for the recognition of 

violence against women as a problem affecting public health and the allocation of resources. 

Possible Solutions from Every Perspective 

Women's rights organizations from all around the globe agree that putting an end to violence against women 

is the single most critical problem facing women today. Legal measures against rape in India have been 

unsuccessful in the face of a patriarchal and sexist culture because gender-based violence is a complex 

phenomena with several roots and social expressions. The introduction of laws that protect women from 



IJAER/May-June 2016/Volume-5/Issue-3                                                 ISSN: 2278-9677 

Copyright@ijaer.org                                                                                                                                                                 Page  54          

violence and the strict enforcement of such laws is a strategic strategy to prevent acts of violence against 

women. There must be no impunity for acts of violence against women. It is imperative that specialized courts 

be given the authority to hear cases involving women's rights and provide decisions as quickly as possible. 

The final judgment ought to be determined by a combination of the court decision and the votes cast by the 

general public. There should be quick access to women's harassment cells, as well as severe consequences for 

those who engage in the infringing activities, which should be meted out immediately or the same day. This 

is to avoid impunity for those who violate human rights. However, the vast majority of the most effective 

methods include providing aid to women who have survived intimate partner violence, whereas relatively few 

problems have preventative strategies. 

 As a result, the increase in crimes committed against women has to be addressed by addressing the underlying 

causes of the issue, which are dishonesty and crime in general. The following is a list of some of the potential 

preventative strategies that should be explored. It is essential that the hotline number for women, which is 

181, be accessible at all time and by any telecommunications carrier, 24 hours a day, seven days a week; 

women-only buses may only be made available during the day. It is imperative that regular public and private 

transportation options be made available along major thoroughfares. It is necessary to promote access to public 

transportation via the use of advanced transportation technology, particular rules, or increased public 

awareness. It is also essential to steer clear of any disconnected travel routes or long-distance routes by 

promoting the establishment of stores, festivals, or parks along these routes in order to ensure that they are 

always active. Complaint box at each of the Collectorate buildings, with the ability to keep frequent 

surveillance and take prompt action as necessary. In order to raise awareness among the general public, the 

information on the implementation should be posted on a notice board in a public place, such as an educational 

institution, a traffic intersection, or ads in the media. For the sake of women's safety as well as advancement, 

all female activists should come together to form a single national organization. The term "violence against 

women in India" refers to the act of physically or sexually abusing an Indian woman, which is primarily 

carried out by a male perpetrator. Abuse inside the home, sexual assault, and even murder are all examples of 

common types of violence that are committed against women in India. In order for an act to be called violence 

against women, the victim must have been the primary motivation for the perpetrator's actions. Because of 

the nation's long-standing gender inequality, the majority of these actions are done by males. This is a direct 

effect of the conditions that exist in the country.  

Crimes against Women in India 

The Indian government uses the crime rate statistics per 100,000 women in this map as the widest possible 

definition of crimes committed against women. It encompasses rape, sexual assault, insults to modesty, 

kidnapping and abduction, cruelty by an intimate partner or family, trafficking, persecution for dowry, dowry 

deaths, and immorality, along with all of the other offenses that are specified in the Indian Penal Code. There 

have been reports of crimes committed against women in India, including rape, the hurling of acid, the death 

of women for dowries and honor, and the forced prostitution of young girls. According to the figures kept by 

the Indian police, there is a high rate of violent crimes committed against women. In 1998, the National Crime 

Records Bureau published a study predicting that by 2010, the pace of rise in the number of crimes committed 

against women will surpass the rate of growth in the population. In the past, many crimes that were committed 

against women were not reported to the authorities because of the societal shame that was associated with 
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rape and sexual assault. According to official figures, there has been a significant rise in the number of crimes 

committed against women. 

Child marriage 

The practice of marrying off children, which was common in India's past but is less common in the modern 

day, is no longer common in India. Child brides traditionally continued to reside with their families until they 

attained the age of majority. Child widows were formerly forced to endure a life of extreme suffering, 

including having their hair shaved, being forced to live in seclusion, and being ostracized by society. Despite 

the fact that it was made illegal in 1860, the marriage of minors is still rather widespread. The Child Marriage 

Restraint Act of 1929 is the piece of law that applies to the situation in this nation. According to the study 

"State of the World's Children-2009" published by UNICEF, 47% of Indian women between the ages of 20 

and 24 were married before reaching the age of majority, which is 18. This number increased to 56% in rural 

regions. The findings of the survey also revealed that India is home to forty percent of the world's child 

marriages. 

Trafficking in women for the purpose of sexual exploitation 

The disruptions brought on by transition have resulted in a precipitous rise in the number of women from 

transition nations who are working in the sex industry. It is imperative that the potential scope of this specific 

societal issue be emphasized. In the middle of the 1990s in Latvia, estimates derived from the Latvian Labour 

Force Survey as well as estimates provided by the Latvian police show that somewhat less than two percent 

of employed women were working in the sex business. It is impossible to overstate the detrimental effect that 

increasing rates of prostitution have on the social position of women in nations that are undergoing transition. 

Women who engage in prostitution put themselves in precarious financial and physical circumstances, and 

their susceptibility to bodily and mental harm, as well as to the possibility of being victimized, in addition to 

having their opinions of the role of women in society influenced. The offering of sexual services by women 

hailing from countries located in the transition zone is not confined to the national borders of those nations. 

There is mounting evidence to suggest that the proportion of women hailing from Central and Eastern Europe 

who engage in prostitution on the streets of several of the most important cities in Western Europe is quickly 

expanding. These women are often forcibly displaced people who have been tricked, kidnapped, sold into 

prostitution, or otherwise intimidated into working as prostitutes. According to recent reports, the practice of 

trafficking in women for the aim of forcing them into prostitution has been on the rise throughout Central and 

Eastern Europe as well as the former Soviet Union. There is evidence that women from this area have been 

implicated in a new wave of human trafficking to Western Europe, the Middle and Far East, and the United 

States. As a result, women from Asia and Latin America have been largely supplanted by women from this 

region. Some countries in Central Europe, such as the Czech Republic, Poland, and Hungary, are countries 

that are both places of origin and countries that are destinations for this illegal activity. According to the 

definition provided by the International Organization for Migration, "any illicit transporting of migrant 

women and/or trade in them for economic or other personal gain" constitutes "trafficking in women." The 

following components might fall under this category: abusing migrant women physically or sexually for the 

purpose of trafficking them; selling women into, or trading in women for the purpose of employment, 

marriage, prostitution, or other forms of profit-making abuse" As a result, assisting women in migrating and 

then steering them into the sex business is considered to be forms of trafficking in women. There is a paucity 

of data on the scope of the problem of trafficking in women.  
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However, there are a few major tendencies that have been thoroughly documented by professionals who are 

working on the subject. Over the course of the last nine years, there has been a discernible increase in the 

number of women leaving Eastern European countries. In the following table, we show some of the data that 

is currently available on the size of the problem of trafficking in women originating from Central and Eastern 

Europe as well as the former Soviet Union.  

 

Although the data is inconsistent and lacking in coherence, it does provide some light on the matter. In 

comparison to both local and other international prostitutes, the majority of the women from the area who 

have been subjected to human trafficking for the purpose of forced prostitution tend to be of a younger age 

and to have received a higher level of education. For example, the majority of Albanian women migrants in 

Italy are between the ages of 14 and 18 years old. More than eighty percent of the migratory women from 

Central and Eastern Europe who are looking for aid in the Netherlands are under the age of 25, and twenty-

two percent of them are under the age of eighteen. It would seem that one out of every five migrant women 

in Belgium is under the age of 19 years old. The nations of origin are plagued by poor economic circumstances 

and a dearth of employment prospects, both of which are major contributors to the region's rising incidence 

of human trafficking. As is seen in Chapter 2, poverty is pervasive even in nations that are making strides 

toward implementing effective market reforms, and women often suffer disproportionately from low income 

and position within the labor market. In 1995, a poll was conducted with prostitutes in Riga, and the results 

showed that more than sixty percent of them believed that unemployment was the reason they entered the sex 

profession. Young people, particularly young women, are at a significant disadvantage as a result of the 

changing economic realities of the area. At the same time, however, young people are possibly the most 

dazzled by the promises of lifestyles in the West and may be more easily drawn into the sex business. It is 

important to keep in mind, however, that demand from consumer nations is another factor that contributes to 

the problem of human trafficking. 

CONCLUSION 

Dogma has it that a woman's place in the world is lower than that of a male, and this is the view that the 

community at large holds. The way religion is perceived is problematic, and women have been on the 

receiving end of this problem not only in modern times but also in bygone eras. Nevertheless, because to the 

fact that females are human, they are entitled to the same rights as men. Some of the most fundamental human 

rights include the right to equality, the right to education, the right to live with dignity, the right to liberty, the 

right to politics, the right to property, the right to equal opportunity for employment, the right to free choice 

of profession, the right to a means of subsistence, the right to work in conditions that are equitable, the right 

to receive equal wages for equal work, the right to be protected from gender discrimination, and the right to 

social protection in the event of retirement, old age, and illness 
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