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ABSTRACT 

In this article, Amitav Ghosh and Vikram Seth, two current Indian English authors who have 

profoundly enriched modern literature, are critically analysed. In this study, their subjects, narrative 

tactics, stylistic features, and contributions to Indian English literature are analysed. Using a few 

selected works, the study shows how both authors employ various literary strategies to address identity, 

culture, history, displacement, memory, and human ties. Evaluating Amitav Ghosh's writings for their 

historical complexity, postcolonial perspective, and rich descriptions of migration, cultural interchange, 

and colonial interactions. His fact-fiction novels present a multifaceted view of the world's 

interconnectedness and how sociopolitical upheaval affects people. Contrarily, Vikram Seth's works 

explore personal and familial relationships, realistic social portrayal, lyrical prose, and technical 

experimentation. A versatile writer, he writes verse novels, enormous societal narratives, and 

emotionally driven prose fiction. Parallels and differences between Ghosh and Seth's literary concepts 

are examined. Ghosh emphasises historical consciousness, transnational experiences, and postcolonial 

discourse, while Seth emphasises emotions, social realism, and interpersonal interactions. Both authors 

are committed to delicately and artistically reflecting diverse cultural realities and human experiences. 

Amitav Ghosh and Vikram Seth strengthened Indian English writing by expanding its topic span and 

narrative potential. Critical acclaim continues for their artistic creativity, depth of thought, and 

relevance to current social and cultural challenges. To understand the development of Indian English 

fiction and its global significance, this study stresses their literary contributions. 

Keywords:  Social Realism, migration, displacement, cultural representation, memory and history 

 

 

 



IJAER/May-June-2026/Volume-15/Issue-3                                           ISSN: 2278-9677 

 

Copyright@ijaer.org                                                                                                                                         Page  290        

INTRODUCTION 

Indian English literature is a potent expression of modern India's social, cultural, political, and 

historical intricacies. Amitav Ghosh and Vikram Seth are among the most recognised modern Indian 

English writers due to their unique narrative techniques, subject richness, and international acclaim. 

Their works have helped Indian English literature gain global attention by placing Indian perspectives 

in historical and international contexts. Amitav Ghosh is known for blending history, ethnography, 

politics, and fiction. His works The Shadow Lines, The Glass Palace, The Hungry Tide, and the Ibis 

Trilogy address colonialism, migration, identity, cultural displacement, environmental issues, and 

interrelated nations. Ghosh's narratives blend painstaking historical research with innovative 

storytelling, helping readers comprehend how personal lives affect socio-political forces. 

However, novelist, poet, and travel writer Vikram Seth is renowned. Language, form, and 

characterisation are his strengths in The Golden Gate, A Suitable Boy, and An Equal Music. Realistic 

social observation and deep investigation of human relationships characterise Seth's writing. Indian 

society, family, love, culture, and modernism are regularly shown in his writings. The works of Amitav 

Ghosh and Vikram Seth should be studied together to comprehend two unique but complimentary 

literary styles in Indian English literature. Ghosh's fiction explores history, memory, and global 

connection, whereas Seth's stories center on intimate relationships, social systems, and daily existence. 

Their works depict modern Indian society and its engagement with world culture. 

Amitav Ghosh and Vikram Seth's key topics, narrative styles, character depictions, and socio-cultural 

problems are examined in this review. The study compares selected texts and critical interpretations to 

show their influence on Indian English literature and contemporary literary conversation. Identifying 

their literary views' parallels and differences helps us appreciate their artistic triumphs and lasting 

value. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Malviya Gajanan (2025) This study examines the ways in which Indian English literature reclaims 

cultural, historical, and personal identities in the context of postcolonial identity creation. Examining 

narrative techniques including linguistic hybridisation, nonlinear storytelling, and interaction with 

local mythology, the research focuses on the post-1947 period and how Indian writers handle the 

complications of colonial legacies, nationalism, and modernity. It delves into the ways in which 

historical events like Partition, independence, and colonialism shaped the characters, ideas, and 
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tensions in postcolonial fiction by writers like Salman Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, and Amitav Ghosh. 

Additionally, the study highlights the ways in which disadvantaged voices are given voice via literature 

by highlighting the intersections of gender, caste, and class within the postcolonial environment. The 

investigation goes even farther, exploring how postcolonial identity is reflected in evolving narrative 

strategies like fragmented narratives and magical realism. By delving into these topics, the study seeks 

to highlight how Indian English literature may be used to explore and navigate postcolonial identity in 

the modern era. 

Anshu, Bhat Shafayat Hussain (2025) An eco-critical postcolonial critique of Amitav Ghosh's The 

Living Mountain: A Fable For Our Times will be presented in this research paper. Two terms that will 

be defined in this article are ecocriticism and postcolonialism. Through the lens of ecocriticism, 

scholars in literature and culture have sought to understand the environmental catastrophe by 

examining the interplay among these disciplines and the natural world. Postcolonialism is a theoretical 

framework that analyses how colonialism impacted the lives, cultures, and minds of those who were 

colonised. The theories agree that land and greed were major factors in the environmental and social 

transformations experienced by colonised nations. While half the world was being stifled by imperial 

powers in the 17th and 18th centuries, ecological disruption occurred as a result of the exploitation of 

both human and natural resources in those regions. These days, ecological disruption all across the 

world is a direct result of this colonisation. As the Anthropoi take over the tribes residing under the 

Mahaparbat's shadow, Amitav Ghosh attempts to show how this disruption disrupts both their lives 

and the ecological equilibrium of the area. 

Munisamy, Rajaram & Prabakar, M. (2025) This postcolonial study of Amitav Ghosh's The 

Shadow Lines examines the ways in which the novel questions nationalist ideas, explores the concept 

of identity, and investigates the role of collective and personal memory. Through the use of an unnamed 

narrator, Ghosh destroys the idea of physical and mental borders while delivering a vicious indictment 

of postcolonial and colonial nationalism. In this study, we look at how the novel's protagonists were 

affected by Partition, community rioting, displacement, and diasporic life. The ever-changing borders 

of nations and the enduring impact of colonial rule on the subcontinent are both highlighted. This paper 

explores Ghosh's story through the lens of postcolonial theory, namely that of Edward Said, Homi K. 

Bhabha, and Gayatri Spivak. It does so by examining how Ghosh's narrative challenges linear histories 

in favour of fragmented personal narratives, which reveal a more profound truth about freedom, loss, 

and belonging. 
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Kaur Paramjeet (2025) In addition to establishing Vikram Seth as a prominent contemporary 

postcolonial and postmodern diasporic writer, this article seeks to examine the generational progression 

of Indian English diasporic writers. According to historical accounts, the term "diaspora" originated in 

ancient Greek, where it was formed by combining the words "across" (meaning "through") and "to 

scatter" (meaning "to sow"). The term's initial use in agriculture—to describe the spread of seeds over 

vast areas—led to its later metaphorical use in the Septuagint, the Greek version of the Hebrew Bible, 

to describe the forcible displacement of the Jewish people from their ancestral lands. His works 

demonstrate the heterogeneity, rather than the uniformity, of diasporic literature.  

Manglia Javed Khan, Choudhary  Seema (2024) A Suitable Boy, a novel by Vikram Seth set in 

post-independence India, explores the intricate importance of family dynamics. The study showcases 

Seth's portrayal of family life as a reflection of larger societal changes by analysing the interactions 

and connections within the Mehra, Kapoor, Khan, and Chatterji households. Through the novel's 

familial prism, readers are able to examine themes of tradition vs. modernity, individual agency vs. 

society expectation, and the conflict between generational ideals, all of which are intricately 

interwoven with personal and political narratives. The social and political pressures of a nation going 

through change are mirrored in Seth through the characters' familial responsibilities and personal 

struggles. This research delves into how Lata Mehra's search for a "suitable boy" represents larger 

struggles for continuity, security, and identity in the face of societal upheaval. This dissertation seeks 

to demonstrate how Seth's story encapsulates Indian family life and mirrors the changing cultural and 

ideological climate of the nation by examining the complexities of familial connections and the social 

expectations they represent. This breakdown sheds light on how the novel's family dynamics 

significantly impact the development of both individual and community identities. 

Gowhar Ahmad Lone et al (2024) Postcolonial literature's rise to prominence has been instrumental 

in reshaping literary canons and philosophies. With the goal of giving a platform to underrepresented 

and historically silenced perspectives, "Centering Margins: A Postcolonial Study" delves into the 

complexities of this literary form. The centuries-long colonial past has indelible marks on literary 

canons, social hierarchies, cultural practices, and cultural practices worldwide. Cultural erasure and 

identity loss occur when colonized peoples are suppressed and subjugated as a result of the supremacy 

of colonial powers. The goal of postcolonial literature is to give a voice to marginalized communities 

by reclaiming their stories from the shadows cast by imperial rule. Amitav Ghosh's "Sea of Poppies," 

"River of Smoke," and "The Glass Palace" are the subjects of this paper's critical analysis, which 

centers on the theme of marginality. The novels by Gosh use complex storylines that mix personal and 

historical events, illuminating the lives of individuals on the periphery of imperial powers' great 
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narratives. This research study analyzes these three books in depth to discover how Ghosh brings 

underrepresented voices to the fore, questions dominant narratives about the past, and proposes new 

ideas in their place. The backdrop of the opium traffic between China and India in the 19th century is 

depicted in "Sea of Poppies," the first book of the Ibis trilogy. The second novel, "River of Smoke," 

details the lives heightened by the opium ban in Canton and its consequences. Over the course of a 

century, "The Glass Palace" follows a cast of people as they navigate the changing power, identity, and 

belonging regimes in Burma, India, and Malaysia, touching on their colonial and post-colonial 

histories. Often overlooked in official historical accounts, Ghosh uses a diverse array of characters in 

his novels, including sailors, slaves, traders, soldiers, and orphans.  

Vohra Lakshita , Kashyap Tanu (2024) Adapting to a post-colonial world is challenging for both 

individuals and communities; this paper looks at post-colonial research that aims to help. The author 

further explores the postcolonial concepts discussed in the two volumes. The stories delve deeply into 

the effects of colonialism on the cultures and peoples portrayed. 

Meena, H., & Singh, A. (2024) In indigenous literatures and cultures, decolonization refers to the 

process of dismantling the effects of colonization. In response to dominant views in literary tales and 

societies, current postcolonial writers reply in a remarkable way. Among the writers who have made a 

name for themselves in postcolonial literature is Vikram Seth. This study examines a selection of 

poems from three of Seth's poetry collections: Mappings (2021), All You Who Sleep Tonight (2021), 

and The Humble Administrator's Garden (2021). The use of indigenous vocabulary and jargon is an 

effort by Seth to decolonize his language. His works on Indian subjects shed light on the country's 

politics, culture, and society. Common ideas like "Love" and "Nature" have been approached with a 

certain mindset when it comes to their meaning. Colonialism is no longer an excuse for how they are 

perceived. By writing realistic poetry on Indian issues, the poet has challenged Western stereotypes 

about India. Based on his body of work, Seth is clearly a decolonial thinker and writer who is open to 

all cultures and countries. His affinity for Indian religion and culture is evident in his writing. This 

study examines Vikram Seth's multiple poetry collections from a decolonial poetics perspective. 

Lone Gowhar Ahmad, Sharma Manju (2024) Postcolonial literature has emerged and played an 

important part in reshaping literary environments and perspectives. Delving into the complexities of 

this literary form, "Centring Margins: A Postcolonial Study" seeks to illuminate voices that have long 

been overlooked and marginalised. The centuries-long colonial past has left indelible marks on literary 

canons, social hierarchies, and cultural practices worldwide. Cultural erasure and identity loss occur 

when colonised peoples are suppressed and subjugated under the dominance of colonial powers. The 



IJAER/May-June-2026/Volume-15/Issue-3                                           ISSN: 2278-9677 

 

Copyright@ijaer.org                                                                                                                                         Page  294        

goal of postcolonial literature is to give marginalised communities a voice by reclaiming their stories 

from the shadows cast by imperial rule. The centrality of marginality is critically examined in this study 

through the works of Amitav Ghosh's "Sea of Poppies," "River of Smoke," and "The Glass Palace." 

Ghosh uses complex narratives in these novels, fusing personal and historical experiences to illuminate 

the lives of those on the periphery of imperial powers' grand narratives. By delving deeply into these 

three books, this research paper seeks to understand how Ghosh elevates under-represented voices, 

questions dominant narratives about the past, and proposes alternative viewpoints. The first book of 

the Ibis trilogy, "Sea of Poppies," takes place during the opium trade between China and India in the 

nineteenth century. The second novel, "River of Smoke," details the lives heightened by the opium ban 

in Canton and its consequences. Over the course of a century, "The Glass Palace" follows a cast of 

people as they navigate changing regimes of power, identity, and belonging in Burma, India, and 

Malaysia, touching on their colonial and post-colonial histories. Often overlooked in official historical 

accounts, Ghosh uses a diverse array of characters in his novels, including sailors, slaves, traders, 

soldiers, and orphans. This article focuses on how Ghosh's narrative techniques—including polyphony, 

multilingualism, and an emphasis on the socio-cultural dimensions of marginalization—help to put 

these marginalised people in the spotlight. The protagonists' journeys across borders and seas represent 

their quest for identity in a world that is constantly changing. In order to grasp the complexities of 

diaspora, displacement, cross-cultural understanding, and intermixing, the article argues that Ghosh's 

findings are essential. By placing the margins front and centre, Ghosh does double duty: he amplifies 

the voices of the silenced while updating a more nuanced and all-encompassing historical narrative 

that recognises the universality of human experience. By reimagining the centre-margin dynamic and 

highlighting the strength and agency of individuals who live in cultural and historical gaps, the study 

finds that Ghosh's novels make a significant contribution to postcolonial literature.  

Devaraj, Jockim. (2023) Among the many eminent Indian authors who write in English, Vikram Seth 

stands out. Love and music are the central themes of his book, An Equal Music. There isn't a single 

Indian character in this book, even though Vikram Seth is a writer from the Indian diaspora. England 

and Italy are only two of the many countries that appear throughout the book. A jubilation of love and 

song, this book could be said to be. This article examines the ways in which music plays a significant 

role in Michael and Julia's life. 

Satya Narayan (2021) Modern literature is graced by the works of Amitav Ghosh. Ghosh explores the 

legacy of colonialism and its impact on modern cultures and society in his works. He challenges the 

prevailing narrative of history and culture by painting a picture of the contemporary postcolonial 

reality. My research paper will use a postcolonial lens to analyse River of Smoke's treatment of cultural 
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and historical identity. His unconventional and one-of-a-kind view of history has made him a legendary 

character in English literature. The accumulation of life's experiences is what makes up one's historical 

identity. The Opium War (1839–1842) is one such historical event that Amitav Ghosh covers in great 

detail in River of Smoke (2011). Ghosh deftly navigates numerous topics in his fiction, including the 

problematic aftereffects of colonial understandings and discourses regarding formerly colonised 

societies and ideas, the complex relationship between the so-called developing or "Third World" and 

modernity, and the process of identity construction and transformation in societies that have 

experienced colonialism and its aftermath. This paper's primary objective is to investigate postcolonial 

characteristics in the context of the Indian diaspora. 

 

Managt Socio Human, I. R. J. (2019). The epic work A Suitable Boy (1993) by Vikram Seth explores 

the cultural, political, and social milieu of India following its freedom. Taking place in the early 1950s, 

the story traces the lives of four different families and centers on a mother's search for a suitable 

husband for her daughter. Identity, modernity, tradition, love, and politics in a newly independent 

nation are some of the themes explored in Seth's highly descriptive and intricately plotted novel about 

Indian civilisation. Focusing on Seth's depiction of the clash of personal and political lives, the clash 

of modernity and tradition, and the difficulties of postcolonial nation-building, this research paper 

analyses the primary topics of A Suitable Boy. This article also takes into account the novel's relevance 

to modern Indian literature as well as Seth's storytelling technique. 

Patil Jyoti (2018) Vikram Seth has a strong and fruitful creative career to date, having written a 

memoir-cum-biography, a travelogue, a verse book, an epic novel, modernist fiction, and other poetry 

collections. Depending on the genre and style, each book takes place in a different cultural context. 

Both the style and the content of Seth's novels are dynamic and ever-changing. He became famous as 

a commercially successful Indian English writer with his 1986 debut novel, The Golden Gate, which 

poetically chronicles the lives of young San Francisco professionals. His second long work, the 

postcolonial tale A Suitable Boy (1993) which clocks in at 1474 pages, tackles social and political 

themes. To achieve this, it uses the following events and themes as its backdrop: national politics, the 

1952 elections, antagonism between different sects, land reforms, the eclipsing of feudal rulers and 

landlords, and the status of lower caste people. In light of the socio-cultural nexus in postcolonial India 

and its myriad effects on society and politics, this article seeks to offer a new perspective on Vikram 

Seth's A Suitable Boy. My thesis for this essay is that A Suitable Boy depicts post-independence India 

accurately via its various storylines and themes, which provide a holistic understanding of socio-

cultural crossover in all its variety, complexity, and shortcomings. 
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Yesapogu Dr. Venkateswarlu (2016) Every one of Amitav Ghosh's books, essays, and pieces of 

journalism revolve around the same fundamental themes. He approaches the topic from different angles 

every time, and his focus is squarely on modern schools of literary criticism. Colonialism has left a 

troublesome legacy in the form of information and discourse about conquered nations and peoples. His 

work deftly explains topics such as colonial and post-colonial nations' identity creation and 

reformation, the so-called developing world's complex connection to modernity, and ideas. Many of 

Ghosh's public statements reject the notion that his writing exemplifies postcolonial theory or that he 

is a "post-colonial" author. He has even gone on record as saying he is confused about the meaning of 

the phrase. However, Ghosh maintains cordial relationships with numerous influential critics and 

theorists in the field. These individuals recognize Ghosh's work as an essential indicator of numerous 

themes, issues, and problematics that make up the complex post-colonial dilemma that exists today. 

By analyzing Amitav Ghosh's work critically, we can learn about his personal interests and views while 

also delving into the potential and constraints of postcolonial theory and practice. Along with the much-

discussed subject of local moneylenders oppressing the poor, Amitav Ghosh uncovers under-

recognized forms of colonial oppression. Through its many humorous portrayals, this article examines 

the colonial oppression from a postcolonial point of view. It exposes how benign masculinity was used 

to complicitly shape the post-national future. Feminism is linked to unacceptable nationalism, 

according to Ghosh. Nevertheless, I have settled on the title "The impact of post colonialism in Amitav 

Ghosh's novels— A Post colonial Perspective" for my seminar article presentation. This title delves 

into how Ghosh's novels, which address modern society's problems and challenges, have been 

influenced by post colonialism. Nonetheless, I did my best to decipher the article's meaning by looking 

at it through the lens of modern Indian society's many cultural facets. 

Knowles, S. (2014) This article takes a look at Vikram Seth's fictional work and how it is based on his 

travel writings. His travelogue is the means by which this is achieved. While travelling to Heaven Lake, 

Seth displays, occasionally unconsciously, the limited performativity of his own work through his 

explanation of the "essential contestedness of performance" and his entertaining authorial performance 

in Travels through Sinkiang and Tibet (1983). (Carlson, Marvin A., 1996, 2004). Achievement: An 

Analytical Overview. Published in two volumes. London: Routledge, 2017. Seth explores his identity 

from multiple angles throughout this journey; the piece explores his triumphs and tribulations in these 

endeavours. Furthermore, the research delves into the idea that this pioneering travelogue may have 

served as an inspiration for Seth's later prodigious success as a writer and traveller. 

Pandurang, Mala (2013) Academics have failed miserably in their attempts to classify Vikram Seth's 

writings as belonging to any particular genre, making him unique among Indian writers writing in 
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English today. Although he was born in India, Seth has spent the better part of three decades travelling 

the world as a writer. He has written in many genres and has lived on three different countries. In order 

to establish a connection between Seth's migration and the creative environment of his work and its 

reception, this paper begins with a literary biography summary. For example, in The Golden Gate 

(1986), Seth deftly transitions from San Francisco's "yuppiedom" to mediaeval Chinese poetry; in 

Three Chinese Poets (1992), he does the same; in A Suitable Boy (1993), he deftly transitions from the 

Hindi belt in immediate post-independence North India to the world of classical music in Britain, Italy, 

and Austria, as depicted in Bach and Beethoven's works in An Equal Music (1999). Set in both pre- 

and post-war Britain and Germany, Two Lives (2005) spans both space and time.No one can disagree 

with the critics when they say that Seth is a writing and poetry master. When thinking about the politics 

of publication and reception, different people have different ideas of Seth's "belongingness" in relation 

to his geocultural place. The theoretical categories of "postcolonial," "transnational," "cosmopolitan," 

and "diasporic" have all been applied to Seth's work. 

CONCLUSION 

The literature that was chosen demonstrates that, from a variety of theoretical, methodological, and 

contextual vantage points, the subject matter has been investigated. Understanding of important 

subjects, trends, difficulties, and advancements is enhanced by the most recent research. Depending on 

the field of study, the works that were examined suggest that the subject matter is multidimensional 

and influenced by a variety of elements, including social, cultural, economic, political, and 

environmental aspects. Both the positive and negative aspects of previous study have been brought to 

light by researchers, which has resulted in the expansion of academic debate and the provision of 

valuable insights for future research. A number of deficiencies are also identified by the study, such as 

the absence of sufficient regional studies, comparative evaluations, longitudinal research, and empirical 

investigations. It is clear that additional research is required in order to have a more comprehensive 

understanding of the topic. 
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