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Abstract

Primary school education forms the bedrock of any nation’s educational framework. Teachers at this
level not only introduce children to the world of knowledge but also instill values, skills, and attitudes
that shape their future learning. The quality of teaching in primary schools is directly linked to the
broader goals of educational development, including literacy, equity, and socio-economic progress.
This paper examines the teaching of primary school teachers in the context of educational development,

highlighting challenges, opportunities, and strategies for improving effectiveness.
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Introduction

Education has always been regarded as the most powerful instrument of social and national
development. Primary education is universally acknowledged as the foundation upon which the
structure of higher education is built. It is during these early years that children acquire the fundamental
skills of reading, writing, and numeracy, along with the development of curiosity, critical thinking, and

social values.
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In this context, the role of primary school teachers becomes pivotal. They are not just facilitators of
knowledge but are also role models, mentors, and nation-builders. In developing countries like India,
where access and equity remain critical concerns, the teaching practices and commitment of primary

school teachers hold the key to educational transformation.

This study attempts to analyze the contribution of primary school teachers to educational development,

the challenges they face, and the measures needed to strengthen their role in the current scenario.

Review of Literature

1. Govinda & Varghese (1993): Highlighted the direct correlation between teacher effectiveness

and student performance in primary education.

2. Tilak (2002): Argued that investment in primary education yields the highest returns for

national development.

3. NCERT (2005, 2017): Reported that inadequacies in teacher training and infrastructure are

major hurdles in achieving quality education.

4. UNESCO (2020): Emphasized that achieving Sustainable Development Goal 4 (Quality

Education) requires strengthening primary school teaching.

5. Fullan (2014): Advocated for professional learning communities and collaborative practices

among teachers to improve teaching standards.

Objectives of the Study
1. To study teaching practices adopted by primary school teachers.
2. To analyze the contribution of teachers in fostering educational development.
3. To examine challenges faced by teachers in the primary education system.

4. To suggest measures for strengthening teaching effectiveness at the primary level.

Copyright@ijaer.org Page 287



IJAER/ May-June 2025/Volume-14/Issue-3 ISSN: 2278-9677

Research Methodology

Research Design: Descriptive and analytical.
Sample: A group of 100 primary school teachers from government and private schools.
Tools Used: Structured questionnaires, classroom observations, and interviews.

Data Analysis: Quantitative analysis through percentages and qualitative analysis through

thematic coding.

Teaching Practices of Primary School Teachers

Traditional Methods: Chalk and talk, rote memorization.

Modern Methods: Activity-based learning, storytelling, experiential learning, ICT-enabled

teaching.
Child-Centered Approaches: Encouraging participation, creativity, and peer learning.

Assessment Techniques: Use of formative assessment, quizzes, worksheets, and project work.

Challenges Faced by Primary School Teachers

1.

Inadequate Training: Lack of continuous professional development programs.
Overcrowded Classrooms: Teacher-pupil ratio often exceeds recommended levels.
Limited Resources: Insufficient teaching-learning materials and ICT tools.

Low Motivation: Poor salaries, limited career growth, and social recognition issues.

Socio-Economic Barriers: Poverty and irregular attendance of students affect teaching

outcomes.

Role of Teachers in Educational Development

Foundation of Literacy and Numeracy: Ensuring basic competencies for all children.
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o Equity and Inclusion: Addressing the needs of marginalized and differently-abled students.
« Value Education: Promoting discipline, cooperation, and ethical behavior.
« Nation-Building: Preparing students to become responsible citizens.

e Innovation in Learning: Adopting technology and creative teaching methods.

Findings

e Teachers who receive continuous training are more effective in classroom management and

student engagement.
« Schools with better infrastructure and teaching aids report higher student achievement.
« Teachers in rural areas face more challenges due to lack of resources and parental support.

« Motivation and recognition play a vital role in enhancing teacher performance.

Discussion

The study reveals that while primary school teachers hold immense potential to influence educational
development, systemic challenges limit their effectiveness. Inadequate teacher preparation, poor
working conditions, and limited policy support undermine their contribution. The integration of

technology, inclusive practices, and community participation can transform primary education.

Conclusion

Primary school teachers are the backbone of educational development. Their teaching practices
determine not only the academic growth of children but also the overall social and cultural progress of
society. Strengthening teacher education programs, improving infrastructure, and providing motivation

through recognition and incentives are essential steps toward achieving quality education for all.

Recommendations
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1. Regular In-Service Training: Workshops, refresher courses, and digital literacy programs.
2. Improved Infrastructure: Adequate classrooms, libraries, ICT tools, and teaching aids.

3. Policy Measures: Better salaries, career opportunities, and social recognition.

4. Inclusive Education: Special training for handling diverse learners and disabilities.

5. Community Engagement: Active participation of parents and local communities in school

activities.
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