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ABSTRACT

The theories regarding the origin of Indus Valley Civilization reflect the differences in
interpretations among various archaeologists around the world. The difference in opinion is
caused by the state of information available to archaeo advocated these theories. For

influence but the thinkers of 20" century have rejected thi | came up with the theory
of indigenous-combination of various village Sivilizati

The reasons like Aryan invasion, cha 1 ine in ramftall, tectonic
ion of forests, epidemics

ORIGIN

In 1968, Mortimer the Indus Valley Civilization has little in common with the
people which lived in t eas in the preceding period. As such the ideas came from outside,
probably from Mesopotamia==-“Ideas have wings”. This idea of Wheeler made Indus Civilization
more or less a colony of Mesopotamian Civilization. But this theory had been rejected by most
of the archaeologists. The view of the Wheeler was based on the linkages between the Sumerious
and the Indus valley Civilization. The Gilgamesh in figure, Enkidin, the ball man and companion
of Gilgamesh in Mesopotamian exploits, dockyards and terracotta imprints on seals and ships,
segmented breads at Lothal resembling those of sea-fearing creton community in Mediterranean,
reference to Indus basin as Meluha in Mesopotamian literary evidence were used to support his
theory. Before the discovery of Sothi Culture by A. Ghosh in 1964, this theory of sudden origin

of a mature urban civilization in Indus Valley was the most popular and well accepted view.
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Marshal was the first who propounded that Harappan culture originated in Mesopotamia. He
drew this conclusion on the basis of Mysinian pictographic and cylindrical seals from Mohan-jo-
daro. But there is other side of the coin too.

The basic features of Harappan civilization and Mesopotamian culture were quite different.
Harrapans have grid system of town planning and most of the towns have two parts----the lower
eastern and higher western with criss-cross roads intersecting each other at right angles. Their
houses were made of bricks---- sun-baked and fire-baked. The Harappans have efficient sewage
and drainage system. They have made such deep drains that even an adult could run through it---
--relevant from point of view of flood waters being {l t. The script is pictographic

of much of the Iran in third millennium before Christ.
ent in Indus Valley motivated the production of

specialists, an i ent of elaboration of traita already possessed or received by
that population.

doubts on this theory. It w been argued that Harappan culture was wholly an indigenous
one. It originated, developed and matured locally. The roots of Harappan culture can be seen in
the agricultural Neolithic settlements of Mehargarh. The socio-economic changes which took
place in 3™ millennium B.C were responsible for the transformation of villages into urban
centers. Afghanistan was considered as the meeting point of all the civilizations of the world. In
those days the weather of Afghanistan was wetty----conducive for agriculture production, which
in turn produce surplus of farm goods. This surplus formed the basis of trade between different
villages across Indus and various villages of Afghanistan resulting in people to people contact
and formation of civilization. In the later phase of Mesolithic Age, the climate of Afghanistan
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started changing, it became dry, resulting in more rainfall in the eastern portion (areas around
Indus River) and hence the migration of the communities towards more greener pastures
(convergence theory). This convergence must have been seen primarily as a dynamic socio-
economic process taking place on Indian soil and not as something planted from outside.

FALL

Around 1750 B.C the uniform culture of this great civilization broke up. What was the cause of
this break-up? Several causes have been suggested for e.g Childe( 1934) and Wheeler ( 1946)
were of the view that the Aryans might have destroyed the civilization and on circumstantial
evidences, Indra was convicted. The unburied skeleton e streets of Mohanjodaro are

he decline of Harappan
at if the river was a

or a causative factor for its decay
: extinction of Indus civilization was not
stead, attributable to a combination of factors.

e civilization attacks another in order to get profits.
hen the latter was already in declining and how that

remaining of at least the metal parts of the chariots in various excavations. This is in striking
contrasts to the evidence from Egypt where the new arrivals in their horse drawn chariots were
depicted clearly in reliefs and engravings on stone. The theory of changing of the river course
may also appear to be partly true. While some evidence of devastation by floods was to be found
at Mohan-jo-daro and Lothal, there was no such evidence in respect of other cities, for example,
Kalibangan. Also, as the Indus river was known to be violent and unpredictable, how could the
Harappans have been taken unawares? They must have always been prepared to move out when
it began flooding.
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In Indus Valley civilization, numerous small settlements grew beyond their natural limits,
leading to overuse and mismanagement of natural resources. Water requirements of Harappan
settlements were conditioned by the vagaries of Indus, erratic rainfall and inexorable drying-up
of the area main water source and so the Indus Valley civilization was forced to survive on
irrigation. Ironically, the source for survival may have become the cause for destruction as lift-
irrigation may have resulted in an over-reaching of its ecological limits. Though the Sutlej has
changed the course slightly since the Harappans, it was known even then to be difficult to
control, not useful for irrigation and was mainly used for trade purposes.

But discussing too much on the reasons of the decli great civilization is a wrong
assumption. It simply meant the end of the urban in the areas of Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Haryana etc vibrant agricultural comm 3 larger numbers in the

subsequent periods. Thus from the regional perspectiv s i ceeding the urban phase

can be treated as one of flourishing agricul lways talk about
cultural change, regional migrations an ements and
subsistence. In Sind, the Harappan to ) arted using a
slightly different kind of pottery called 118 ike cloth fastening pins

of copper and buttons seals without inscrip in Punjab, Haryana
and Rajasthan several sitesghavi traditions have been found. The sites of
Mitathal, Bara, Ropar and people continued to live in
same areas in the post urba pottery traditions continued
along with Harappan pottery 1l ring the urban phase, they had

local ceramic t on co-existi A pottery. Some sites like Rangpur became
potteries called the Lustrous Red Ware

the Harappan tradition. It might mean the end of the
onomy. The folk cultures that survived would have
definitely retain igi ion. Possibly, the priestly groups of the Indus Civilization
merged into the . The folk communities would have the literate urban
absorbed elements of the folk culture. That is why, the
Pasupati, mother goddess ati) and phallic worship cults seem to have come down to us from
the Indus traditions. Similarly, the evidence of fire worship in Kalibangan is interesting because
it was the most important ingredient of the Vedic ritual.

Many domestic aspects like house plans, disposition of water supply, attention to bathing
survived in the settlements. The cults of sacred places, rivers or trees, sacred animals and
symbols of myths show a distinct continuity in the later phases of history. The techniques of
making potter’s wheel, carts and boats in modern India also are similar to those of Harappa. So
we can say that the Harappan civilization lives in all of us.
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