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ABSTRACT

Higher education in India is undergoing several changes co
in order to enhance the enrollment in tertiary educatiq
people are flying abroad which ultimately leads to th

inyously but still there is lot to done
to seek qualitative education
drain. Thus, Indian govt.

ndia is a double-
many not-so-
ersities, incltding Harvard,
and cons of Educational

edged sword: if the foreign player are
good institutes, on the other hand, it i
MIT, Brekeley and CMU will stay away:
bill 2010.

INTRODUCTION

The term globalization is obalization. The integration
de, foreign direct investment,
owever, globalization is usually

recognized as be i : C ic technological social cultural, political

motive o i people. With this vision in mind the union cabinet
passed a Bil i al Institutional Bill, 2010 which empowers Foreign

is expected that the fees her&will be cheaper than in the US or other countries.

The bill states that institutions will not be subject to the various quotas such as SC/ST and OBC
quotas (one would think that would have been a major demand by the educational institutions).

There is of course a fear by other colleges (including the premiere ones such as the IIT's , the
IIM's and others) that if some of the more prominent institutions (world renown) come to India,
then they will become an attractive hunting ground for professors at many of these local
institutes who would look at joining these new institutes (with the expectation of a much larger

salary)
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With the approval of the Foreign Universities Bill by the cabinet, many people interested in
Indian higher education are riding a wave of optimism and expecting that there will be a number
of highly reputed institutions like Harvard and Yalc which would be establishing their campuses
in India. On the otherhand there are few people who believe that this will open floodgates for
poor quality institutions which would enter India to take unfair advantage of students.

Both these views are at the extremes and require a dose of reality. In these times of budget cuts
and decreasing endowments for university, there are very few willing and capable to establishing
campus in India.

There are three segments of universities interested in dia with different needs and

objectives.

1. Prestige enhancing (Top 50 Research Universitie

restige and at the same time seek
to establish campuses by themselves

oking for additional sources or revenue/profit by scaling
esser known public universities engage in twinning programs but
they do not have resources to start their own off shore campus while the private for profit
institutions are very interested and financially capable to enter India and have a full-fledged
presence, they are not welcomed in India under the current policy frame world Mr. Kapil Sibal
has further clarified that education will remain a not for profit sector. Thus despite having the
potential and interest to enter India with full campuses, private for profit sector may also. Save to
content themselves with partnerships.

enrollments. In this cate

Now the question arises that will the education Bill 2010 bring the expected Revolution in the
education system.
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The foreign education Institutional Bill 2010 is seen as a major breakthrough in the Education
system of our country. Foreign Universities like Yale and Georgia Tech. have been given
permission to open their campuses in the country. Columbia university has also announced it will
set up an international centre for Research and Regional Collaboration in Mumbai.

Is the objective of opening our education system to foreign universities clear and well
defined? The objective of passing such a Bill as, stated by government is to let reputed foreign
universities come to India and set their campuses here so that Indian students do not go abroad in
search of quality education , thereby also making students afford the costly foreign education at
lesser price and living expenses. The Bill prima facie ag g be complete. But issues like

process have been over looked. Though it has been § not be any 'reservation of

seats', but entry to such pompus University thr ~ an't be denied.

These universities have been kept under t mission (UGC)
for their fee regulation and admissio about any
regulation.

Are we ready to face the cons of it?

With effect of this Bill cq ay is not far when the cream of faculties
teaching in premium institu ] ese institutes on ground of
better pay scale. The only ) i i creasing simultaneously the

are lot of concerns as to which Indian strata would be able
to afford this educ ili nitely, the fee structure would be lesser as compared to
that the fee structure of these new institutes would not be
borne easily by the mid the lower class. Another important point which surfaces out is
that whether a degree obtained from a foreign university in India will be at par the with the
degree of the same university abroad? Will the job scenario for a student in India after pursuing
degrees from these institute will be good enough as it is after graduating from reputed institutes
like IITs and IIms. Given these set of arguments, students may prefer to spend little extra money
and get a degree from respective university established outside itself than going for the campus
of the same university in India.

The main objective of learning and engaging in state of the art research takes a back seat. In such
a case the whole foundation of such a system of education will be weakened.
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The govt. has to play an active role in the success of the foreign Institutional Bill 2010. A strict
monitoring is needed to engage the foreign institutions in a healthy competition with the existing
bodies imparting higher education in the nation.,

An Indian Bill allowing foreign universities to set up campuses in the country has evoked strong
criticism from the chair of a high level national committee established to revamp higher
education. On the following grounds the bill has drawn sharp criticism.

Yash Pal, the former chair of India's University Grants Commission (UGC) said "we don't need
foreign universities - we need good teachers from abroad who will live here, teach here. and
[develop] develop quality Education here. Allowing fq sities in India is a recipe for

contrary to expectations, the bill will open the ub standard commercial
institutions. India does not have the infrastru

Oxford or Harvard.

ep universities such as

Sutpa kar, a law student from Delhi

that [IMs are not allowed pC i i hile foreign universities are
welcome to open branches

t the itutes. Indian universities will have to
>d about the"quality of education they provide."
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