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Abstract: Kokborok folktales are a significant element of the cultural and oral history of the indigenous 

populations of Tripura. Passed down through generations via oral tradition, these folktales embody the shared 

beliefs, values, social frameworks and historical experiences of the Kokborok-speaking community. This 

article analyzes the principal classifications of Kokborok folktales, encompassing mythological, legendary, 

animal, moral, comedic and societal storylines. Each category fulfills certain cultural roles, including 

elucidating natural events, safeguarding historical memory, conveying moral ideals and enforcing societal 

norms. The study emphasizes that these folktales serve not only as sources of amusement but also as informal 

teaching instruments that influence ethical conduct and cultural identity. The paper underscores the necessity 

for careful documentation and preservation of Kokborok folktales to maintain indigenous knowledge systems 

and cultural continuity amid rapid modernization and language change. 
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1. Introduction 

Folklore exemplifies a persistent and articulate medium of cultural transmission in indigenous societies. Prior 

to the establishment of formal education systems and recorded literature, communities depended on oral 

traditions to safeguard their history, social norms, ethical values and collective knowledge. Folktales, myths, 

legends, songs and rituals served as warehouses of cultural knowledge, influencing the moral consciousness 

and social conduct of individuals from a young age. Folklore is not simply a storytelling medium but a 

fundamental cultural institution that preserves identity, continuity and social cohesion within a group. 

Kokborok folktales hold a prominent role in the cultural existence of the indigenous tribal groups of Tripura. 

Kokborok, as a language, encapsulates the memories, experiences and philosophical perspectives of its 

speakers. The folktales recounted in Kokborok encapsulate the authentic experiences of tribal existence, 
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encompassing intimate connections with environment, community living, agricultural traditions and spiritual 

convictions. These narratives are conventionally conveyed through oral performance in family settings, 

village assemblies and ceremonial events, facilitating the organic dissemination of knowledge within the 

community. The oral transmission method facilitates active engagement, allowing storytellers to modify 

narratives according to social settings while preserving their cultural integrity. Kokborok folktales serve 

several social and cultural purposes in addition to entertainment. They serve as informal teaching instruments 

for conveying moral ideals and appropriate behavioral norms. Narratives featuring humans, animals and 

supernatural entities exemplify values like honesty, bravery, compassion and cooperation, while 

simultaneously cautioning against greed, lying and disregard for societal standards. Through symbolic 

narratives and recognizable characters, listeners—especially children—acquire teachings that influence their 

ethical perspectives and societal obligations. Folktales play a crucial role in the moral education of the 

community. 

Table 1: Major Categories of Kokborok Folktales and Their Core Themes 

Category of Folktales Core Themes Key Focus 

Mythological Folktales Creation myths, gods, spirits, 

nature 

Cosmology and spiritual beliefs 

Legendary and Historical 

Folktales 

Heroes, clan origins, past events Collective memory and tribal 

identity 

Animal Folktales Anthropomorphic animals, 

morals 

Ethical teaching through 

symbolism 

Moral and Didactic Folktales Truth, justice, honesty, unity Moral values and social discipline 

Humorous and Trickster 

Folktales 

Wit, intelligence, satire Critique of social evils 

Social and Family-Based 

Folktales 

Marriage, kinship, social norms Everyday life and social harmony 

 

Spiritual concepts and cosmological perspectives are a significant aspect of Kokborok folktales. Numerous 

narratives elucidate the beginnings of the planet, natural events and the existence of spirits or ancestral 

powers that impact human existence. These narratives embody an indigenous perspective wherein humans 

cohabit with nature and the supernatural in a condition of interdependence. Forests, rivers, fauna and 

environmental elements are frequently shown as sentient beings warranting reverence, so enhancing 

ecological consciousness and promoting sustainable habits. These accounts illustrate the community's 

profound environmental ethics and spiritual connection to the natural world. A comprehensive examination 

of Kokborok folktales is crucial for grasping the cultural philosophy and collective consciousness of the 
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Kokborok-speaking populace. The themes, characters and narrative structures of these folktales elucidate 

societal organization, power dynamics, gender roles, familial configurations and historical experiences. In 

an era where modernization, urbanization and the prevalence of dominant languages threaten indigenous oral 

traditions, the scholarly focus on Kokborok folktales is of paramount significance. This essay aims to explore 

the primary classifications of Kokborok folktales and assess their thematic importance and cultural 

significance, emphasizing the critical necessity for documenting and preservation to safeguard this rich oral 

heritage for future generations. 

2. Mythological Folktales 

2.1 Origin and Cosmological Explanation 

Kokborok mythological folktales are an important part of explaining how the world, earth and all living 

things came to be. These stories try to answer philosophical questions like how the universe was made, why 

people exist and what controls the balance of power in the universe. The Kokborok people tell creation stories 

with symbols that show how they see time, space and the order of the universe. These theories aren't just 

made up; they have a lot to do with real life and affect how people see their place in the universe and what 

they should do to care for the natural and spiritual worlds. 

2.2 Role of Supernatural Beings 

In Kokborok mythological folktales, supernatural beings play a big role. They are usually shown as strong 

but approachable forces that affect everyday life. People think that gods, ancestral spirits, forest guardians 

and mythical creatures control the natural world, people's fate and morality. People often imagine these 

beings as praising good behavior and punishing actions that upset the balance of society or the environment. 

These kinds of portrayals encourage moral discipline and spiritual awareness and they also represent the idea 

that spiritual forces that can't be seen are connected to everything that happens in the world. 

2.3 Interpretation of Natural Phenomena 

One of the main purposes of mythological folktales is to use spiritual and symbolic language to explain 

natural events. Changes in the seasons, rain, droughts, the ability of land to grow crops and natural disasters 

are all seen as the result of divine influence or spiritual imbalance. These stories make a point of showing 

that nature is alive and reacts to what people do. Folktales teach people to respect the environment and use 
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natural resources in a way that doesn't harm them by linking natural events to moral and spiritual reasons. 

This reinforces old ecological knowledge. 

2.4 Connection with Rituals and Religious Practices 

Many of the traditions, festivals and religious events that people in the Kokborok community follow are 

based on stories from mythological folktales. These stories explain where rituals, sacrifices and worship 

practices came from and what they mean. This gives religious customs legitimacy and keeps them going. 

Rituals that are done during farming cycles, changes of the seasons, or community celebrations are often 

based on ideas that come from myths and folktales. This link keeps spiritual practices going and makes it 

easier for people in the community to be involved in church life. 

2.5 Cultural and Social Significance 

Mythological folktales help the Kokborok-speaking people keep their cultural identity and stay together as a 

group, in addition to their spiritual and educational roles. These stories pass on morals, historical memories 

and shared values from one family to the next. People in a community strengthen their sense of cultural pride 

and belonging by listening to and sharing mythological folktales. Even though times are changing and 

modernization is happening, these folktales are still very important cultural tools that help keep indigenous 

knowledge systems alive and cultural continuity. 

3. Legendary and Historical Folktales 

3.1 Connection with History and Collective Memory 

Folktales from the Kokborok culture, both legendary and true, are deeply rooted in the community's memory. 

These stories keep records of important events, migrations, wars and changes in society that the ancestors 

went through. Folktales, even though they are told verbally, serve as informal historical records that help 

people remember the past. Because they are told over and over again, these stories help people understand 

past together and keep the culture alive. 

3.2 Clan Origins and Ancestral Lineage 

A big part of legendary folktales is that they are about clan beginnings and family trees. A lot of stories talk 

about how clans formed, settlements were built and the problems that our ancestors faced. These stories help 

people in the community find their ancestors and figure out who they are in the bigger tribal structure. 
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Legendary folktales strengthen family ties and social order in the Kokborok-speaking community by 

focusing on ancestry and bloodline. 

3.3 Heroic Figures and Tribal Leadership 

A big part of legendary folktales is the idea of heroes, like tribal leaders, fighters and wise old people who 

look out for the community. People often paint these figures as brave people who stood up for their people 

against enemies, natural disasters, or unfair treatment. Things like bravery, leadership, sacrifice and moral 

honesty are reflected in what they did. Mythical folktales about heroes give people examples to follow and 

teach values that shape how people act in social situations and how leaders should lead. 

3.4 Blending of History and Imagination 

Folktales with mythical elements are based on real events, but they often include imaginative and symbolic 

parts. Extraordinary events, supernatural powers, or help from gods are added to stories to make them more 

interesting and to convey greater moral or cultural meanings. This mixing of fact and fiction doesn't make 

them less historical; instead, it shows how people use stories to understand and remember the past. These 

kinds of stories help us remember the past in a way that is both clear and passionate. 

3.5 Cultural Identity and Continuity 

Legendary and historical folktales are very important for keeping clan identity alive because they connect 

new generations to their ancestors. The Kokborok-speaking group feels a sense of pride, belonging and 

continuity because of these stories. They boost cultural confidence and stress the value of unity and shared 

responsibility by remembering past struggles and successes. Folktales are strong cultural tools that help 

people remember the past and keep their indigenous identity in a time of rapid social change. 

4. Animal Folktales 

4.1 Popularity and Oral Appeal 

Animal folktales are a big part of Kokborok oral literature because they are interesting to listen to and can 

be understood by anyone. People often tell these stories in their free time, at family gatherings and informally 

while teaching, so they are an important part of regular culture. People like them because they use simple 

words, vivid images and funny situations that grab people's attention. Because these stories are told verbally, 

storytellers often change them to fit the audience by using gestures, changing their voice and using local 

phrases. This makes the stories more powerful and makes sure they will be relevant for generations to come. 
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Table 2: Functions of Kokborok Folktales in Community Life 

Function Description 

Educational Teaching morals, ethics and social responsibilities 

Cultural Preservation Safeguarding traditions, customs and identity 

Historical Transmission Preserving ancestral memories and clan history 

Social Regulation Reinforcing norms, discipline and harmony 

Entertainment Providing enjoyment through storytelling 

Linguistic Preservation Sustaining the use of Kokborok language 

 

4.2 Anthropomorphic Representation of Animals 

One thing that makes Kokborok animal folktales unique is that the animals are anthropomorphized, which 

means that they have human feelings, intelligence, speech and social behavior. Animals like the fox, tiger, 

crow and monkey are not picked at chance; their symbolic meaning comes from watching how they act in 

the wild. For example, the fox is often a sign of smarts and cunning, while the tiger is a sign of power and 

strength. These folktales use animals instead of people to create a symbolic story space that lets people 

criticize society and think about right and wrong without directly confronting people. This makes it easier to 

understand and talk about complicated human behaviors. 

4.3 Moral and Didactic Function 

One thing that makes Kokborok animal folktales unique is that the animals are anthropomorphized, which 

means that they have human feelings, intelligence, speech and social behavior. Animals like the fox, tiger, 

crow and monkey are not picked at chance; their symbolic meaning comes from watching how they act in 

the wild. For example, the fox is often a sign of smarts and cunning, while the tiger is a sign of power and 

strength. These folktales use animals instead of people to create a symbolic story space that lets people 

criticize society and think about right and wrong without directly confronting people. This makes it easier to 

understand and talk about complicated human behaviors. 

4.4 Educational Role for Children 

Animal stories are an important part of how kids in the Kokborok village learn outside of school. Using 

animals as actors in the stories makes them more interesting and easy for kids to understand, so they don't 

feel judged or criticized. These stories help kids learn how to listen, use their imaginations and think about 

right and wrong, which is good for their emotional and mental growth. Children internalize social norms and 



IJAER/ November-December 2025/Volume-14/Issue-6                         ISSN: 2278-9677 

 

Copyright@ijermt.org                                                                                                                         Page 309 

moral ideals that guide their behavior in everyday life by hearing these stories over and over again. So, animal 

folktales are a good way to teach that has its roots in native culture practice. 

4.5 Cultural and Social Significance 

Animal stories have more meaning than just teaching. They show how closely the Kokborok people have 

always been connected to their natural surroundings. Animals that are native to the area are often seen, which 

shows that people there see animals as important parts of life, not just tools. These stories encourage people 

to respect nature and show how human and nonhuman life are linked. Kokborok animal folktales keep 

ecological awareness, cultural identity and social harmony alive by incorporating cultural values into stories 

about animals. This makes sure that they will continue to be an important part of the community's oral 

heritage. 

5. Moral and Didactic Folktales 

5.1 Emphasis on Ethical Values 

In the Kokborok culture, moral and instructive folktales are told to teach morals that people should follow in 

their personal and social lives. These stories stress good traits like being truthful, kind, humble, respectful of 

older people and having a strong sense of what's right. Folktales help people understand the difference 

between right and wrong by showing morals through characters and events that are easy to relate to. Ethical 

behavior is shown not as an idea but as something that people must do in order for their group to live in peace 

and harmony. 

5.2 Social Responsibilities and Communal Life 

A big part of moral folktales is that they talk about community service and the well-being of everyone. These 

stories show how important it is for families and communities to work together and support each other. 

Characters who put their own needs ahead of the needs of others often get in trouble, while characters who 

work for the good of everyone are recognized. Folktales use stories like these to support the idea that what 

people do has effects on other people and that moral responsibility goes beyond what is good for oneself. 

5.3 Narrative Simplicity and Moral Clarity 

Folktales with morals and lessons are often very simple, which makes their messages clear and easy to 

understand. The simple plots and predictable endings make it easy for viewers to quickly understand the 

moral lesson. The fact that they are simple doesn't make them less important; in fact, it makes them better as 
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training tools. Making moral results clear helps people remember and be affected by the values being taught, 

especially younger ones. 

5.4 Role as Informal Educational Tools 

These stories are like an unofficial way of teaching morals in the Kokborok village, helping people learn 

without going to school. During storytelling meetings, older members can teach younger members by setting 

a good example instead of telling them directly what to do. This way of teaching morals is more interesting 

and important to culture because it is indirect. Over time, hearing these stories over and over again helps 

build character, teach behavior and internalize social norms. 

5.5 Contribution to Social Harmony and Moral Discipline 

Moral and instructive folktales are very important for keeping the peace and upholding moral standards in a 

community. Making sure everyone follows the same morals and ideals helps build trust and keep society 

stable. These stories make people think about themselves and act responsibly, which helps them match their 

actions with what others expect of them. When told in this way, moral folktales keep the Kokborok-speaking 

people's cultural beliefs alive and make sure they stay true to their values. 

6. Humorous and Trickster Folktales 

6.1 Nature and Narrative Style 

Kokborok oral literature has a lively and interesting group of stories called humorous and wicked folktales. 

People will find these stories very interesting because they are full of wit, irony and silly stories. The main 

characters are usually regular villagers or animals that seem weak or unimportant but achieve in the end 

thanks to smart thinking. Because these stories are funny, they can talk about serious social problems without 

coming off as preachy or hostile. 

6.2 Role of the Trickster Figure 

In these folktales, the trickster is a key character who is usually shown to be smart, resourceful and quick-

witted. Unlike traditional heroes who depend on their strength or social standing, tricksters get through tough 

situations by being smart, lying and flexible. These characters' actions question established power structures 

and outsmart stronger opponents, showing how important it is to be smart rather than strong. In this way, the 

trickster becomes a sign of being strong and able to survive in real life. 
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6.3 Use of Humor as Social Critique 

In these folktales, humor is a strong way to criticize society through the story. Exaggeration, irony and funny 

situations are used in the stories to show flaws like greed, pride, lying and power abuse. Folktales are a way 

for people to talk about social problems and human flaws without getting into fights because they use fun to 

criticize. This kind of subtle criticism makes the word more acceptable and easy to remember. 

6.4 Moral Lessons and Practical Wisdom 

Even though they are funny, trickster folktales teach us important morals and useful skills. They stress that 

traits like intelligence, alertness, flexibility and presence of mind are important for getting through life's 

problems. People who read these stories are encouraged to think outside the box and be careful around other 

people. Because the trickster was successful, it's clear that smarts and planning are often more useful than 

power or authority. 

6.5 Cultural and Educational Significance 

Funny and sly folktales are an important part of cultural education because they make learning fun and easy 

to understand. They work especially well with younger groups because humor keeps people's attention and 

helps them remember things. At the same time, these folktales pass on traditional values and social lessons 

from one generation to the next. In the Kokborok-speaking community, funny and trickster folktales help 

people learn about morals, get along with others and keep their culture alive through laughter and stories. 

Table 3: Target Audience and Impact of Different Kokborok Folktale Categories 

Folktale Category Primary Audience Cultural Impact 

Mythological Entire community Strengthens spiritual beliefs 

Legendary & Historical Youth and adults Builds pride in ancestry 

Animal Children Moral education and character building 

Moral & Didactic All age groups Ethical awareness and discipline 

Humorous & Trickster Youth and adults Social criticism and wisdom 

Social & Family-Based Families and elders Reinforces social values 

 

7. Social and Family-Based Folktales 

7.1 Reflection of Everyday Social Life 
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The Kokborok custom tells stories about people and their families that are very true to everyday life in the 

community. These stories are about everyday things like taking care of your home, interacting with other 

people in your village, working together to make money and fulfilling social duties. Folktales help people 

connect their own experiences to traditional knowledge by telling stories about common events. Folklore is 

still important and relevant because stories are closely linked to everyday life. They serve as a live guide for 

how to behave in society instead of being distant or abstract stories. 

7.2 Themes of Family and Kinship 

A lot of Kokborok folktales are about family and ties between relatives. A lot of stories are about marriage, 

parental control, relationships between siblings and duties to extended family. Ideals like loyalty, mutual 

respect, patience and shared duty are emphasized in these stories as important for keeping families stable. 

Families that fight because of misunderstandings, jealousy, or not doing their jobs are also shown in a realistic 

way, so viewers can learn healthy ways to settle disagreements and bring peace back to the home. 

7.3 Gender Roles and Social Expectations 

Social and family-based folktales tell us a lot about the Kokborok community's traditional gender roles and 

standards. These stories show how men and women are expected to behave in the home, in the workplace 

and in social situations. Folktales often reinforce social norms, but some stories quietly question unfair 

practices by showing characters who are smart, strong, or morally good but don't follow the rules. Folktales 

are a way to keep social values alive while also questioning them. This lets culture slowly think on itself and 

change. 

7.4 Conflict Resolution and Social Harmony 

A common theme in social and family-based folktales is conflict, which usually happens because of 

disagreements about money, relationships, power, or what is right or wrong. Instead of force or punishment, 

these kinds of disagreements are usually solved through conversation, moral judgment and using your best 

judgment. Folktales teach people how to settle differences peacefully and fairly by showing how important 

it is to be patient, understand others and work together. These kinds of stories make it clear that 

understanding, working together and respecting shared ideals are necessary for social harmony. 

7.5 Cultural Practices and Social Responsibility 
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Family and social folktales are very important for passing down cultural practices, social norms and moral 

duties from one generation to the next. People learn about traditional ways of doing things like marriage, 

inheritance, hospitality and group duties by listening to stories. People learn about their roles in family and 

society through these stories, which gives them a sense of purpose and belonging. Even though times are 

changing, these kinds of folktales continue to hold on to traditional knowledge systems and the social fabric 

of the Kokborok-speaking community. 

8. Conclusion 

The Kokborok folktales are an important part of the intangible cultural heritage of Tripura's native people. 

These stories, which come from being told orally, show the Kokborok-speaking people's shared memories, 

beliefs, morals and social structures. For generations, they have been a living culture archive, keeping alive 

historical experiences, ecological knowledge and morals that make up the community's identity. Even though 

there aren't any written records, cultural continuity has been kept alive through stories. This shows how 

important folklore is to keeping tribal societies going. When you look at the main types of Kokborok 

folktales—mythological, legendary and historical, animal, moral and didactic, funny and trick-based and 

social and family-based—you can see how they serve different but linked purposes. Mythological folktales 

explain native cosmology and spiritual views of the world, while legendary stories keep history alive and 

strengthen clan bonds. Folktales and trickster stories about animals are fun and easy for everyone to 

understand, especially younger people. They teach moral lessons and useful life skills. Moral and social 

folktales teach good behavior, family values and community duties. They keep the community morally 

disciplined and in good relationships. All of these groups show how Kokborok folklore works as a complete 

method for teaching culture and giving social advice. These days, things like modernization, formal 

schooling, urban migration and the popularity of major languages have changed the old ways of passing on 

culture in a big way. Because of this, telling stories out loud is slowly dying out, which is very bad for the 

survival of Kokborok folktales. Not only does losing oral customs hurt the health of languages, but it also 

means losing native knowledge, morals and cultural memories. Because of this problem, Kokborok folktales 

need to be carefully recorded, studied and supported by institutions right away in order to be kept alive and 

shared with new generations. Putting together collections of folktales in written form, audiovisual forms and 

digital formats can be very helpful in protecting this tradition. Incorporating Kokborok tales into school 

lessons, cultural events and community projects can also help pass on culture and pride from one generation 

to the next. Promoting and preserving Kokborok folktales is more than just a way to protect culture; it's also 
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a way to support linguistic variety, strengthen indigenous identity and honor society's diverse cultural fabric. 

Making sure that the next generation stays linked to their oral traditions will help keep cultures alive and 

show that Kokborok folklore is still important in a world that is becoming more globalized quickly. 
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