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Abstract: Kokborok literature embodies the cultural and linguistic character of the indigenous tribal groups
in Tripura. Kokborok has lasted for centuries predominantly as an oral tradition, maintained through folk
songs, tales and ceremonial performances, with women occupying a pivotal role. As Kokborok evolved
into a written literary form, women poets became key contributors to its advancement, but their
contributions have frequently been overlooked in literary discussions. This article analyzes the
contributions of women poets to the development and enhancement of Kokborok literature, emphasizing
their roles in language preservation, theme diversification and cultural affirmation. Female poets in
Kokborok literature have explored several subjects, including tribal identity, femininity, social injustice,
cultural marginalization, environmental awareness and opposition to patriarchal systems. Through poetry,
they have expressed personal experiences and the collective challenges of indigenous people, consequently
amplifying perspectives that were predominantly lacking in early Kokborok literature. Their innovative
interaction with folk imagery, oral traditions and indigenous symbolism has enhanced the aesthetic and
emotive quality of Kokborok poetry. The research examines the obstacles encountered by women poets,
such as restricted access to publishing avenues, insufficient critical acknowledgment and socio-cultural
limitations. Notwithstanding these challenges, contemporary women poets persist in their vital contribution
to the preservation and evolution of Kokborok literature via education, literary groups and internet
platforms. The paper contends that recognizing and recording the contributions of women poets is crucial
for a thorough comprehension of Kokborok literary history and for preserving the ongoing vitality of this
indigenous language and its literature.
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1. Introduction

The indigenous tribal populations of Tripura, especially the Tripuri people, have preserved their language,
history and culture through the Kokborok literature. In addition to being a medium of exchange, language
serves as a safe haven for a people's shared experiences, histories, beliefs and emotional lives. By this
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measure, Kokborok has been instrumental in establishing the Tripura tribal society's worldview. The
language's strong oral traditions have ensured cultural continuity through the preservation of genesis myths,
heroic narratives, ritual practices, folk wisdom and everyday experiences. For a long time, speaking
Kokborok was the principal mode of communication. The foundation of its literary expression was folk
music, lullabies, chants for marriage, songs about farming and stories about rituals. Festivals, religious rites
and even everyday life at home would often feature these oral forms. Because they were the principal
keepers of cultural practices, stories and songs within their families and communities, women had a vital
role in maintaining these traditions. Therefore, women in Kokborok served as unspoken guardians of the
literary and cultural legacy even before written literature came into being. The Kokborok literary canon
reached a watershed moment in the 20th century. As more and more people became educated, became
politically conscious and sought linguistic and cultural acknowledgment, the oral heritage of Kokborok
began to give way to written literary forms. Writing scripts, textbooks, poetry collections and literary
periodicals all contributed to Kokborok's establishment as a language for serious intellectual and literary
pursuits. Because of this change, the language was able to be preserved indefinitely and writers were free
to respond to changing social circumstances by exploring new themes, genres and ways of expression. It
was within this shifting literary context that the contributions of female poets became apparent. In spite of
patriarchal conventions, a lack of educational possibilities and a lack of literary platforms, women poets
started to use poetry as a means of expressing themselves. Their works mirrored real-life narratives
impacted by gender, social exclusion, cultural norms and communal living. They brought overlooked or
neglected topics including emotional labor, parenthood, home issues, loss, identity conflict and silent
resistance through a uniquely feminine lens.
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Fig. 1 Traditional Role of Women in Society
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By addressing larger socio-political themes like as displacement, indigenous cultural erosion, language
marginalization and socio-economic injustice, women poets in Kokborok literature broadened the canon's
thematic scope. Their poetry frequently combines individual feelings with group experiences, turning
personal stories into potent metaphors for communal existence. By doing so, they questioned the
hierarchical hierarchies within tribal life and the larger literary heritage, as well as the prevalent narratives
in literature. Additionally, women poets actively contributed to language preservation and cultural assertion
by utilizing Kokborok as their creative medium. One way they resisted the cultural assimilation and
linguistic domination of mainstream languages was by writing in their mother tongue. While updating
Kokborok's literary form with modern imagery, symbolism and poetic sensibility, their works maintained
the genre's relevance to modern times. Situating the contributions of women poets in the development of
Kokborok literature within the broader historical, cultural and social context, this article aims to critically
explore their involvement. Its goal is to draw attention to the ways in which female poets have reshaped
indigenous literature, preserved cultural identity and improved the artistic quality of Kokborok poetry. If
we want to comprehend the Kokborok literary history in a more inclusive and fair light and value the
revolutionary force of women's voices in tribal literary traditions, we must acknowledge their contributions.

2. Historical Background of Kokborok Literature

Kokborok literature has its origins in the oral tradition, which has been there for a long time and was the
main way that indigenous tribal tribes in Tripura expressed themselves culturally and literarily. Prior to the
development of recorded literature, Kokborok served as a living oral language for the transmission and
preservation of social values, cultural practices and collective memory. The initial kinds of Kokborok
literature were lullabies, folk songs, folklore, agricultural songs and ceremonial chants. These musical
compositions were more than just works of art; they were an essential part of daily life, interwoven with
celebrations, agricultural cycles, religious rites and the home. This oral literary tradition was largely
sustained by women. The composition, performance and transmission of folk songs and lullabies among
houses and villages were mostly the responsibility of women, who were also active members of the
community, mothers and caretakers. Performing ritual chants and harvest songs at religious and communal
events further solidified women's position as custodians of culture. The earliest keepers of Kokborok
literary expression were women, who through these oral forms preserved the language's purity, cultural
symbolism and emotional depth. Although their contributions were mostly unofficial and unrecorded, they
did set the stage for subsequent written works to build upon. During the colonial era, the shift from oral to
written Kokborok literature was gradual, but it really took off after independence. Missionary work, the
expansion of modern education and the growth of contact with administrative organizations all contributed
to the need to record and standardize the language. Literary forms like poetry, prose and theater began to
flourish during this period and Kokborok began to be written using various scripts.

But men had more opportunities for schooling and public literary venues in the early written Kokborok
literature, therefore they were the ones who mainly shaped it. The gradual inclusion of female poets in
written Kokborok literary works, notwithstanding these obstacles, was a watershed moment in the genre's
development. Women began to express themselves via poetry as they became more politically active and
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educational opportunities became more accessible. Compared to previous literary works, their entrance
brought fresh emotional sensibility, new stylistic expressions and new topic concerns. Women poets
expanded the scope of Kokborok writing by bringing intimate viewpoints rooted in cultural traditions,
personal hardships and household life. Aside from challenging the male-dominated literary legacy, the
progressive inclusion of female poets enriched literary voices with diversity. Their involvement marked a
turning point in the evolution of Kokborok literature, one that was characterized by increased diversity and
representation. The current literary identity of Kokborok was greatly influenced by women poets, who
were instrumental in connecting the oral heritage with written expression. Their work ensured that the
genre remained true to its historical roots while also embracing contemporary forms.

Table 1: Phases in the Development of Kokborok Literature and Women’s Participation

Phase Nature of Role of Women Literary Significance
Kokborok
Literature
Oral Tradition Folk songs, Women as primary Preservation of language,
(Pre-20th Century) | lullabies, ritual performers and culture and collective
chants, myths transmitters memory
Early Written Emergence of Limited participation Beginning of written
Phase (20th poetry and prose due to social and literary identity
Century) educational constraints
Contemporary Modern poetry, Active women poets Expansion of themes,
Phase translations, digital | with strong literary preservation and
literature presence modernization of
Kokborok

3. Emergence of Women Poets in Kokborok Literature
3.1 Socio-Cultural Awakening and Educational Access

A greater social awakening and educational growth among Tripura's tribal people are intimately associated
with the rise of female poets in Kokborok literature. New avenues for indigenous women to express
themselves through writing opened up in the era following independence, when there was a greater focus
on education, literacy and cultural awareness. Women were more likely to express themselves poetically
once they had greater access to formal education, which helped them gain self-assurance in their language
abilities and literary taste. As a result of this change, women's participation in oral traditions became more
formalized and expanded into written literature.

3.2 Entry into Literary Platforms and Public Expression

Women poets eventually found venues to showcase their innovative works as Kokborok literature started
to acquire institutional support through literary groups, cultural forums and journals. Despite the fact that
male writers first dominated these venues, women poets started to make their voices heard through poetry
readings, publications and cultural events. Their participation in these public literary forums was a

Copyright@ijaer.org Page 610



JAER/ July-August 2025/Volume-14/Issue-4 ISSN: 2278-9677

watershed point in Kokborok literature's development since it pushed against conventional gender roles
and opened up new avenues for indigenous writers to express themselves.

3.3 Kokborok as a Medium of Identity and Resistance

Kokborok was more than just a language for women poets; it was a potent emblem of cultural resistance
and identity. They might oppose the encroachment of mainstream languages by writing in their mother
tongue and asserting their loyalty to tribal culture. Poetry became a means of cultural pride and self-
affirmation for women poets through the practice of Kokborok, which involved the reclamation of
indigenous knowledge systems, folk imagery and cultural memory. As a result, the language they chose
had cultural and political weight, establishing Kokborok as a dynamic literary language.

3.4 Expression of Women’s Lived Experiences

Poets from the Kokborok tradition who were women infused the literary canon with stories that were firmly
grounded in the poets' own experiences and emotions. Femininity, motherhood, housework, emotional
labor and quiet perseverance were all themes in their poetry. In older literary works, these themes were
either completely absent or barely mentioned. Women poets enhanced the emotional depth and authenticity
of Kokborok poetry by centering women's lived experiences. This allowed literature to more properly
portray the inner lives of tribal women.

3.5 Articulation of Collective Tribal Concerns

Poets from indigenous communities often went beyond expressing individual experiences to speak about
larger societal and collective problems. Economic hardship, cultural marginalization, indigenous tradition
degradation and displacement as a result of land alienation were common themes in their poetry. It became
clear that gender inequality and the double whammy of patriarchal and oppressive societal institutions were
major issues for indigenous women. Women poets elevated voiceless experiences into potent metaphors
of communal trauma by drawing connections between private pain and group fights.

3.6 Redefining the Literary Landscape

The inclusion of female poets radically altered the subject matter and narrative stance of Kokborok
literature. Their inclusion ushered in new perspectives, emotions and narratives of reality that contested the
male-centric literary canon. By doing so, female poets of Kokborok not only improved the aesthetic quality
of the literature, but also recast it as a social tool for resistance, cultural preservation and discourse.

4. Major Themes in Women’s Kokborok Poetry
4.1 Identity and Cultural Pride

Proclaiming one's tribal identity and cultural pride is a common motif in women's Kokborok poetry. Poets
who identify as female honor Kokborok as a way to show how much they care about their indigenous
culture, language and traditions. As a means of highlighting the continuity between the past and the present,
their poetry frequently alludes to traditional rites, folk beliefs, community life and historical memory.
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Women poets fight back against cultural uniformity and modernism by expressing themselves in this way
and they highlight the importance of tribal identity. The cultural awareness within Kokborok literature is
greatly enhanced by this theme focus.

4.2 Women’s Experiences and Emotional World

The lived experiences and emotions of indigenous women, who have been historically underrepresented in
literary works, are now front and center thanks to the work of women poets. Often with their roots in
ordinary family life, their poetry delves into themes of motherhood, love, longing, suffering and emotional
resilience. Women poets elevate private anguish to a universal literary language by expressing feelings and
intimate experiences. This does double duty: it deepens the emotional impact of Kokborok poetry while
simultaneously questioning the canonical practices of mainstream literature that have long marginalized or
disregarded the perspectives of women.

4.3 Social Injustice and Marginalization

The poetry of women Kokborok poets is characterized by a deep awareness of social issues. Poverty, land
alienation, governmental neglect and socio-economic marginalization are some of the concerns that many
poems critically address, as they pertain to indigenous populations. The experienced effects of
displacement and exploitation are frequently depicted by women poets, drawing attention to the
vulnerability of indigenous groups within larger socio-political frameworks. Through their poems, they
bring attention to structural injustices that impact tribal existence and offer a voice to collective frustrations.

4.4 Nature and Environmental Consciousness

The strong ecological connection between indigenous peoples and their natural environments is reflected
in the prominent role of nature in the poetry of women from the Kokborok tradition. Everything from hills
and forests to rivers and farms and seasons is more than just a pretty picture; it's a living, breathing thing
with deep ties to human life. Poets who identify as female frequently depict nature as a wellspring of
spiritual significance, remembrance and sustenance while also expressing sorrow, resilience and harmony.
Indigenous knowledge systems are emphasized by this ecological sensitivity, which also strengthens the
environmental ethics that are deeply ingrained in Kokborok culture.

Table 2: Major Themes in Women’s Kokborok Poetry

Theme Description Literary Contribution
Identity and Cultural Expression of tribal identity, Strengthens cultural

Pride language and traditions CONsCiousness

Women’s Experiences Motherhood, love, pain, Adds emotional depth and
and Emotions domestic life gender perspective

Social Injustice and Poverty, displacement, cultural Raises social awareness
Marginalization suppression

Nature and Environment | Forests, hills, rivers, rural life Reflects ecological sensitivity
Resistance and Assertion of dignity and agency | Challenges patriarchy and
Empowerment social norms
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5. Contribution to Language Preservation and Literary Growth
5.1 Preservation of Kokborok as a Literary Language

Women poets have been instrumental in keeping Kokborok alive through their deliberate use of the poetry
form. During an era when national and regional languages frequently took precedence over indigenous
languages, women poets played a crucial role in establishing Kokborok as a language worthy of intellectual
and literary pursuits. By highlighting the significance of the mother tongue in culture and urging its upkeep
among younger generations, their works helped ensure the language's survival and continuance.

5.2 Enrichment of Literary Style and Expression

The aesthetic value of Kokborok literature was greatly enhanced by the innovative language use of women
poets. Vibrant metaphors, local idioms, rhythmic patterns and symbolic imagery were utilized, drawing
from traditional traditions, oral storytelling and everyday experiences. Kokborok poetry gained new life
and profound emotion as a result of this merging of traditional oral elements with contemporary poetic
approaches, which increased its expressive capacity and literary complexity.

5.3 Bridging Oral Tradition and Written Literature

Women poets had a crucial role in transferring Kokborok's oral tradition to written form. They transformed
lullabies, folk tunes and ceremonial chants into poetry while preserving their cultural core. The historical
foundation of Kokborok literature was strengthened by this process, which also helped to convert oral
expressions into permanent literary records, ensuring continuity between the past and today.

5.4 Promotion through Educational and Cultural Institutions

In addition to their creative work, women poets of the Kokborok people were instrumental in the
development of the literary tradition through their engagement in cultural and educational pursuits. A
greater understanding and admiration for Kokborok literature was fostered when their poetry were
incorporated into academic courses, cultural events and literary gatherings. Women poets in Kokborok
fostered an appreciation for literature and a love of reading and writing via their workshops, seminars and
other community activities.

5.5 Expansion through Print and Digital Platforms

A number of women poets were instrumental in getting the word out about Kokborok literature through
print and online journals, publications and platforms. Their poetry was able to be seen and preserved for
future generations because of the widespread usage of internet media and social networking sites, which
allowed it to transcend geographical boundaries. Modernizing Kokborok literature and ensuring its position
in current literary discourse were both aided by this digital interaction.

4.5 Resistance and Empowerment
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The poetry of women poets from Kokborok is strongly thematically focused on resistance and
empowerment. Women challenge patriarchal standards and limiting societal practices through their works,
which they use to assert themselves with strength, dignity and self-worth. Women find a voice in poetry
when they want to speak out against oppression, share their hopes for a more equitable society and take
back control of their own destinies. This recurring motif exemplifies a subtle but significant shift in the
way women are portrayed in Kokborok literature, shifting their role from that of passive observers to that
of dynamic creators of social and cultural revolution.

Table 3: Contributions of Women Poets to Kokborok Language and Literature

Area of Role of Women Poets Impact on Kokborok Literature
Contribution
Language Writing poetry in mother Legitimization of Kokborok as a
Preservation tongue literary language
Literary Use of folk imagery, metaphors, | Expansion of stylistic and aesthetic
Enrichment rhythm quality
Cultural Bridging oral and written Continuity of cultural heritage
Transmission traditions
Institutional Participation in schools, Increased visibility and readership
Growth festivals, journals
Digital Expansion | Use of online platforms and Wider reach and long-term

social media preservation

6. Challenges Faced by Women Poets
6.1 Limited Access to Publishing Platforms

The lack of publication chances is a big obstacle for female poets in Kokborok literature. There aren't many
literary journals, magazines, or publishing houses that publish poetry in indigenous languages and women
poets typically encounter extra obstacles when trying to break into these spaces. Their capacity to publish
and disseminate their works is further hindered by financial limitations, a lack of institutional backing and
a dearth of networking possibilities. This means that a lot of great poetry is either never published or only
read in small, informal collections.

6.2 Lack of Critical Recognition and Documentation

It is unfortunate that women poets are often underappreciated and ignored by critics and academics, despite
the important work they have done. Academic studies and literary criticism have historically given greater
weight to works written by men, resulting in the silencing of female authors. Literary histories of Kokborok
fail to adequately acknowledge women poets since their works have not been systematically documented,
collected, or evaluated. Their exposure is diminished and the preservation of their literary legacy is affected
by this lack of attention.

6.3 Patriarchal Social Norms and Gender Constraints
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A major barrier to women's creative expression in Kokborok literature is patriarchal social institutions.
Many women lack the time, independence and self-assurance to pursue literary endeavors due to societal
expectations surrounding home duties, gender roles and moral behavior. Especially when it questions
established conventions or tackles delicate societal topics, women's lyrical expression is sometimes
frowned upon or ignored. Because of these barriers, women are unable to fully express themselves
creatively and are unable to participate in public literary venues.

6.4 Dominance of Mainstream Languages

Women poets in Kokborok face additional obstacles due to the prevalence of English and other popular
regional languages. Education, publishing and academia frequently prioritize widely spoken languages,
which can lead to the marginalization of indigenous literature. Consequently, women poets encounter
obstacles in achieving wider audiences and Kokborok poetry remains largely unread outside of specific
geographic areas. The marginalization of female Kokborok poets in both domestic and global literary
circles is exacerbated by this language hierarchy.

6.5 Impact on Literary Representation

The underrepresentation of female poets in scholarly accounts and literary histories of Kokborok is a
cumulative effect of these obstacles. There is a lack of documentation, analysis, or inclusion of many of
their works in canonical narratives. In order to promote a more balanced and thorough understanding of
Kokborok literature and to ensure that women poets receive the recognition they deserve, it is vital to
address these problems through inclusive creative practices, critical study and institutional support.

7. Contemporary Developments and Future Prospects
7.1 Increased Visibility through Literary and Cultural Platforms

Especially in regards to the prominence of female poets, Kokborok's literary scene has changed
dramatically in the last several years. Poetry readings, cultural festivals, literary conferences and workshops
are becoming more and more opportunities for women poets to engage as tribal forums, literary groups and
cultural associations see the value in inclusive representation. Women poets have been able to break into
mainstream literary debate because to these platforms, which previously only allowed for private or
regional distribution of their works. By attending these events, they have been able to connect with other
writers, researchers and critics, which has boosted their self-esteem and encouraged them to be more
creative. As a result, the Kokborok literary canon has become stronger.

7.2 Role of Social Media and Digital Spaces

For women poets, who had trouble getting their work published in the past, the advent of digital technology
has been a game-changer in modern Kokborok poetry. Digital archives, literary forums and social media
have created new venues for women poets to publish and disseminate their work freely, apart from the
shackles of traditional publishing houses. Thanks to these online communities, poets may now reach
readers all around the world, even those in the Kokborok diaspora. In addition, the involvement of digital
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platforms has helped document and preserve poetry in formats that are easy for future generations to study,
preventing the loss of literary works.

7.3 Translation and Expansion of Literary Reach

The power of translation to spread and impact Kokborok literature has just come to light. The voices of
Indian women poets have been amplified across geographical and linguistic barriers through translations
into English and other Indian languages. Readers who aren't fluent in Kokborok can nonetheless experience
the profound societal issues, cultural symbolism and emotional depth of the poetry through translation. As
a result of this approach, academics have been able to engage with Kokborok women's poetry and
incorporate it into fields such as indigenous studies, gender discourse and comparative literature. In order
to place Kokborok literature within the larger context of Indian and world literatures, translation is so
crucial.

7.4 Growing Academic Engagement and Scholarly Recognition

Women poets in Kokborok literature have just come to light, thanks to the surge of interest in indigenous
literature, gender studies and cultural preservation in today's academic circles. The incorporation of
Kokborok texts into course materials, seminars and research initiatives at academic institutions has opened
the door to more chances for critical and methodical readings of these works. More and more scholarly
works, such as dissertations, research papers and conferences, have recognized the work of women poets,
filling in gaps in documentation and redressing past neglect. For women poets to be recognized as pivotal
characters in the history of Kokborok literature, not just minor contributors, there must be an increase in
academic interest in their work.

7.5 Future Prospects and Sustained Literary Growth

Women poets must be actively supported and acknowledged if Kokborok literature is to progress in the
future. Incorporating cultural nuance, subject variety and genuine emotional expression into their works is
crucial to the health of any literary canon. Women poets will certainly be pivotal in Kokborok society's
ongoing struggle with cultural problems, social transformation and modernity, as they express shifting
identities and shared hopes. Important steps to maintain literary growth include bolstering institutional
support, increasing translation efforts, boosting digital archiving and inspiring young women writers. Not
only is it essential for gender inclusion, but preserving and empowering women poets is crucial to the
dynamic evolution and maintenance of Kokborok literature as a living cultural tradition.

8. Conclusion

Women poets have made tremendous strides in perpetuating the oral tradition of Kokborok literature,
improving its written form and expanding its emotional and thematic scope. Traditional children's songs,
lullabies and ritual narratives—poems written by women—preserve cultural memory and have their roots
in oral traditions that date back generations. The foundation for Kokborok's evolution into a modern literary
language was laid by women poets, who brought fresh ideas, emotional depth and stylistic variation to the
form. In addition to reflecting the poets' own emotions and experiences, the poetry of indigenous women
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reflects the aspirations, anxieties and cultural realities of indigenous people. Through their works on topics
such as resistance, gender inequality, marginalization and environmental protection, women poets have
transformed poetry into a powerful medium for cultural reclamation and social criticism. They challenge
patriarchal systems, undermine dominant narratives and highlight marginalized groups by doing so. By
doing this, they have expanded the ways in which Kokborok literature interacts with society. Patriarchal
constraints, language marginalization, a lack of critical recognition and few publishing possibilities are
only a few of the numerous challenges that women poets have faced, yet they have persisted and produced
important contributions nevertheless. The persistence of inclusive literary practices is all the more reason
to strengthen their support from institutions, scholars and the cultural milieu. It is essential to recognize
and document their contributions in order to complete the literary history of Kokborok and fill in the
historical gaps. Supporting and uplifting women poets is a surefire way to keep the Kokborok language
and culture alive and well for generations to come. Their writings guarantee that Kokborok will go on as a
literary legacy that can embrace modernity while staying true to its indigenous roots. This highlights the
importance of acknowledging the work of female poets as both an academic interest and a cultural
requirement for the survival of Kokborok literature.
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