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Their mother-tongue is Urdu but they speak a sort of Bengali language fluently. Besides,
they speak Maithili and to some extent Bhojpuri also. Though the area is far from the
Bhojpuri and Maithili-speaking areas but some persons of Bhojpur and Maithili-
speaking areas have migrated with Shershabadias; by living in contact with the
Bhojpuri and Maithili-speaking, they have learnt Bhojpuri and Maithili (Page 152).

Copyright@ijaer.org Page 133



IJAER/March-April-2022/Volume-11/1Issue-2 ISSN: 2278-9677
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(https://sadiquetaimi.blogspot.com/2017/12 /blogpost_24.html) |
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This pargana which is the most extensive in the District, is very irregularly shaped, and has
many detached fragments . One of these fragments is situated on the farther side of the Ganges,
within the District of Murshidabad, and another on the eastern bank of the Mahdnanda; but a

central portion lies between these two rivers, and surrounds the ruins of Gaur (Hunter, P. 42) |
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SHRI MOHAMMAD YUNUS SALEEM:

"Mr. Speaker Sir, there is a community in Bihar known as Shershawadi. When I was the
Governor of Bihar, many delegations of Shershawadis had approached me with a request that
they should be included in the list of backward community. The proposal was under
consideration. Later on I contested election from Katihar. A number of villages in Katihar and
Kishanganj and nearby districts are inhabited by Shershawadi people. These people say that
their ancestors had come alongwith-Sher Shah Suri. First they had settled in Murshidabad and
then shifted here. They purchased land. They have been living there for the last 150-200 years.
When I was contesting the election, the Chief Minister of the State had made an assurance in
his election speech that these people would be enlisted in the second Schedule of backward
class. Now a conspiracy is being hatched that these people have intruded into my constituency
i.e., Katihar and Kishanganj, from Bangladesh. Therefore, their names should be excluded from
the voter list. They should be sent back to Bangladesh. They should be evicted from their land.
The agitations are being held at Bajepata, Katihar and other places to pronounce them as
Bangladeshi and deport them from the country. I would like to know from the honourable
Minister of Home Affairs whether he has any evidence which may prove as to how long these
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people belonging to 'Sher Shah Wadi' community have been residing in Bihar. Has the
honourable Minister received any information that the communal organisation active in the
area has launched an agitation to evict and deport them from the country? What action is being
taken by the Government in this regard?

97 BB ORI AGTH TG Tt AT "1RA6 I:

That is why we have to take action very carefully so that this problem is resolved finally. As far
as Bihar is concerned, only two foreign nationals belonging to United States are residing
unauthorisedly besides Nepali and Bangladeshi people. The State Government has not sent
any information in this regard. As far as the district Katihar is concented, I would like to state
that we had received an information in the past too that the people from Bangladesh had
infiltrated in the district, but it was an unconfirmed information.... The people also alleged that
those Bengladeshi people had also been issued the Ration Cards, they had also exercised their
franchise in the last election... We have to resolve the impasse unitedly and keep it in mind
that they may not be proved a burden on the country. [Loksabha Debates, Tenth Series (Vol.
XXIV No. 11) August 12, 1993, Seventh Session (Tenth Loksabha Secretariet, New Delhi), Pages
19-20].
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fa=Ta} ‘CTaTRaTHN T ©TRT W 6: NIRAIT6 FTAT A0S
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CIRIRERIBIGE
Culturally and linguistically they are more akin to Bengalis but they speak a different dialect
called Surjapuri that is neither Hindi/Urdu nor Bengali but a mix of these languages. In 1991
census 17.26 percent of Muslims in Kishangunj enrolled their mother tongue as Surjapuri
indicating at least that a fairly good proportion of the Muslim population in that district is
Shershahabadi [page 18, Socio-Economic and Educational Status of Muslims in Bihar, 2002 by
Bihar State Minorities Commission, Patna: 2002].
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S CTRTRIGAT (FNE CTRARTG TRSIE O I (IO APCNICH) S-kEfeq 07 w1,
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